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tion, Always go to someone who does
not know and he will show you how not
to do it. I am not willing to
press this motion against the Gov-
ernment. If they say, ‘‘We will not
make an appointment under any circum-
stances,’” it i3 no use asking them
to do so. It was my ultimate objeet
that there should be utilised the prae-
tieal knowledge of seitlers and there ave
any number of them who conld be
selected, but another object was to draw
public atention to the whole matfer. T
bhave succeeded in doing that and now
with the permission of the House, I
desire to withdraw the motion,
Motion by lesve withdrawn.

House adjourned at 9.23 p.m.

Legisiative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 19th Oclober, 1915,

Pfﬂl
Papera presented 713
Aent to Bills it
Question T Industries ‘Aspistance Board, control .. 1713
Annua! Estimzates, Votes and items di:vt.‘llﬁ-»ed PR ¥ £
Loan Ertlmates 10156 1748

Bill: bupu!elmntary Loan -il 300 000 1n. " 2R o, 751
Lieut, Thro: sell, ¥.C., congratulations .. ..

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
p.n.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Audit of aceounis
of tradinx concerns—Report of Aunditor
General. 2, Return of transfers in- the
Education Department from-1:t Novem-
her, 1914, to 1st March, 1915 {ordered on
motion hy Me, Heitmann). 3, Returns of
the husiness dome ih Westernt' Ausiralia
b¥ the varions life assurnnee (-ompamef»
operating herein, )
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By the Minister for Agricalture: Avdit
of accounts of State Meat Stalls,

By Hon. R. H. Underwood {Hemorary
Minister) : 1, Report on the Charities De-
partraent for the year ended 30th June,
1915. 2, Resolution (A) under the
Health Act, 1911-12, adopting model by-
laws, passed by the Corrigin and Menzies
Boads Boards. 3, Resclution (B) under
the Health Act, 1911-12, adopting model
by-laws, passed by the Burtville Loeal
Board of Health. 4, By-law of the Mel-
ville Roads Board. 5, Amendment of
Regulations (Nos. 163 and 96) of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust.

ASSEXNT TO BILLS,

Messagres from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the iollow-
ing Bills:—

1, Permaneni Reverve,

2, Grain and Foodsinft,

3, GGovernment  Eleetrie Works Act
Amendment.

4, Roads Aal
tinuativn.

3, Cottesloe Beach Rales Validation.

6. Postponement of Debls Act Con-
tmnrm(*

7. Marriage Ac Amendment

Amendment - and Con-

QUESTION - INDUSTRIES ASRIST-
ANCE BOARD. CONTROL.

Alr. THOMSOXN asked the Minister for
Agzriculture: In the ease of farmers who,
having received advances from the Indus-
tries Assistance Board bive repaid all
sach advances,” do they still remain in
any way subjeet to eontrol by the board?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: Section 14, Subsection
4B. provides that an applicant may at
any time repay the wlole of the advanee

made under the Thdusiries Assisfance
Ast, and shonld he do so, there would be
no surplus in_the hands of the Colonial
Treasurer io appfv towdrds the d]qeharge
of the other debts of the applicant, as
provided in Section 21 of the Aet. The
('rme'rnment‘ howevér, has an’ oblization
to the ereditors as pér the fhird schednle
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of the Act, and the watier of providing
necessary protection to such ereditors iz
receiving consideration.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1915-16.
In Commiltee of Supply.

Resumed from the 14th October; Mr.
Holman in the Chair,

Department of Colonmial Seecretary
{Hon. J. M. Drew, Minister—Hon. R. H,
Tnderwood, Honorary Minister, in charge
of the Votes).

Vote — Office of Colonial Secretary,
£31,664:

Item—Under Seecretary and
troller General of Prisons, £600.

[Mr. O'Loglilen had moved an amend-
ment—"That the item be redoced by
£100.7]

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: On
Thursday there was considerable disens-
sion on this item, and members expressed
themselves fully and freely, not only on
the capabilities of this officer, but on his
mannerisms, the way be twirled his stick,
how he played golf and ericket, where
he came from, and the colour of his
parents’ eyes.

Mr. Thomas: Those are his chief oecu-
pations. .

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: My ten
months' experience of him is that, while
he is a good athlete, he is also a most
intelligent worker.  Althongh he does
not go to his office at 9 o’clock in the
morning, he never leaves until be has
finished his work, and almost every night
he is at the office till 6 o’cloek. Conse-
quently if be is an hour late in arriving
in the morning, he is an hour late in
leaving at night.

Mr. Heitmann: Tt is bad discipline.

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOOD: Per-
haps so, but this officer holds that he
can get a better opportunity to do his
work properly when the office is guiet
than when the ordioary business is in
progress. He has adopted this system
and it has been approved by his Minis-
ter. He works during the ordinary lunch
hour and has his lunch between 2 o’clock

Comp-
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and 3 o'clock. This possibly aecounts
for bim being seen about the streets dur-
ing office hours.

My, Thomas: Too thin aliogether.

Hon, B. H. UNDERWOOD: The
member for Leonora said this officer
walks along twirling his stiek. He nsually
rides a bieycle, and T have never yet seen
a cyelist twirling a stick. 1 have rarely
seen this officer knocking about the town.

Mr. THOMAS: The Honorarv Minis-
ter's speech has convinced me that the
member for ¥orvest was right in laying
this indictment. The Minister admits that
this ofticer, in contradistinction to officers
in all other departments, has a sort of
right not allowed to others to go to the
office when be likes each morning, T
was under the impression we were a
democratic country and whal was good
for the officer on £600 a vear was good
for the clerk on £150. On the Minister’s
showing, it might.be an advantage for
all to arrive at the office late each morn-
ing.

Tlhe Premier: The services of the head
of a department are at the disposal of
the department during the whole 24 hours.

Mr. THOMAS: They may be at the
disposal of the depariment for the whole
24 hours, but the work the officer would
do would probably occupy only four
hours, T am astonished at the remarks of
the Honorary Minister and at the readi-
ness with which he has accepted these
excuses. We have a right to expect thal
all grades of officers in the service should
be treated alike so far as hours of work
are concerned, and vet we find the Hon-
orary Minister taking ne exeeption to the
hour at which this officer comes to his
office in the morning. I have no personal
feeling in the matter, but I regard the
preference which is extended to this
under secretary in the light of a bad
example to the rank and file of the ser-
vice. If the amendment does nothing else
than show that the Committee does not
approve of this sort of thing, it should
have some effect, and if half the state-
ments whieh have been made ahout this
officer are correct, the proposed redue-
tion in the item will be justified. The
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credulity of the Honorary Minister is
astounding.

Mr. FOLEY: Notwithstanding the re-
marks of the Honorary Minister, 1 con-
tend that members have a perfect right
to eriticise any officer who is employed
in the service of the State,

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: But not to indulge
in personalities.

Mr. FOLEY: I wish to refute the
statement of the Honorary Minister to
the effect that [ said that this officer
walked about the streets when he should
he in his office. What I did was to pro-
test against this officer going to work at
a later hour than other officers in the ser-
vice. He may be as good an under see-
retary as any in the State, but if the
Minister is going to allew him to come
and go as he pleases, there can never be
proper discipline in the department. 1T
may say that T have no faunlt to find with
this officer so far as his abilities are con-
cerped. Everyone who has had any deal-
ings with bhim in his office, would I am
sure, give him credit for being one of the
cleverest under seeretaries in the State.

Mr. HEITMANN: It is often impos-
sible for a man in charge of a depart-
ment to leave his office exactly at the
general hour for closing. There must be
some latitude given to members of the
service who find it impossible to keep
regular hours, The reason given for the
proposed reduetion in the item is that the
officer in question does not arrive at his
office at the proper time, but there are
ways of correeting this without taking
the action that is now proposed. I have
seen quite a number of civil servants in
the streets, and I bhelieve their duties
somefimes take them there, I feel sure
that if this officer had not been doing his
work, some black mark would have been
placed against his name by one or other
of the many Ministers under whom he
has worked. Instead of that, however, we
find that his salary has gone on increas-
ing during the last eight or nime years.
It does not show a great amount of
plack on the part of members to con-
tinnally pick ont a man in the serviee
and endeavour to decrease his salary. I
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am nout referring to the member for For-
rest.

Mre. O’Loghlen: You have attacked
him more than anyoue else in the House.

Mr. HEITMANN: XNo evidence has
been adduced to show that this officer is
nol carrying oui the duties allotted to
him. He is the under secretary of pos-
sibly the biggest department in the State
atl has more work to perform than the
majority of other under seeretaries. [ do
not think £600 a year is too much for
the work he has to do. Of course if he
is not worthy of the position he should
be dismissed, but T am not going o vote
for the amendment.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the member for
Forrest had come into contact with the
officer in question and with his work as
under secretary, he would, I think, have
held a different view in regard to his
capacity than he has given utterance to.
There are few officers in the service as
capable as this one, He was under see-
retary when 1 was Colonial Secretary
and I know his value. He is capable of
running the show well. I am afraid that
some hon. members who are attacking
him would not be so ready to do so if
they met him on the common ground of a
publie platform or gave him the same
privileges of reply as they themselves en-
jov of attack.

Mr. O’Loghlen: T am willing to do it.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 am afraid the flesh
would be weak when it came to the point.

Mr. ’Loghlen: The hon. member was
sacked from the department.

Mr. TAYLOR: It only shows how
dirty the member for Forrest can be,
when he says something that he knows to
be absolutely untrue. In view of that,
what would he say about a man who is
not here to protect himself? It shows
how far some Huns will go. The hon.
member once pursued me into my elee-
torate, but after 20 minutes before an

audience he went back with his tail
jammed.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. TAYLOR: I am prepared to

protect an officer against the type and
ealibre of man who attacks him here,
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where that officer cannot reply. The at-
tacks on the officer are cowardly.

Mr. O’Loghlen interjected.

Mr, TAYLOR: T know the hon. mem-
ber would like to associate with some-
body decent.

Mr. O’Loghlen: T ask you, Mr. Chair-
man, whether the member for Mt. Mar-
garet is in order in saying that I would
like to associate with somebody decent?

The CHATRMAN: The member for
Forrest having objected to the statement,
the member for Mt. Margaret must with-
draw.

AMr. TAYLOR: I withdraw; but the
hon. member was looking for it. It is
anfair for & member supporting the Col-
onial Secretary to move a reduction in
an item withont first having consulted the
Minister. The member for Leonora has,
sinee this item was under discussion at
the last sitting, satisfied himself that this
officer is a capable man.

Mr. Foley: 1 never at any time said
thai he was ineapable.

Mr. TAYLOR: T am as satisfied about
the officer’s intellectual capacity as the
member for Bunbury is about the officer’s
physieal appearance. The officer is mosl
courteous, capable, and painstaking; and
1 hepe the Committee will not entertain
the idea of reducing his salary.

Mir. OLOGHLEN: As 1 said when
moving the reduction, 1 have no personal
grievapce against this officer, whom I
Liave never met. My objection to him is
that he does not attend te his office.
Other Ministers certainly wonld not al-
low their under secretaries to attend the
office just as they pleased. I fully ex-
pected enlogies of the officer from the
raerabers for Perth and Monnt Margaret.
The member for Perth, as Colonial Sec-
retary, bad a long experience of the offi-
cer, and the member for Mount Margaret,
as  Colonial Secretary, had ahout 12
months’. The member for Mount Mar-
garet talks about the cowardliness of my
action in aitacking an officer who is ah-
seni. Tf ever a member of Parliament
carried the assassin’s knife, it is the mem-
ber Tor Monnt Margaret; and he knows
when and how to use it. As for the capa-
bilities of the officer. concerning whieh
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the member for Monnt Margaret talks, if
that officer had not eapabilities, he could
never have carried the member for Mount
Margaret on his back. The member for
Mount Margaret has heen the Ministerial
joke of this country. It is open fur the
Colonial Secretary to debate the question
of this officer’s salary in another place if
he ltkes. As a puablic man I intend to
draw attention to an officer whe fails in
his duly. T admit that a salary of £600
is not too much for the position, and, if
I may, I propose to move that the item
be reduced hy £1, by way of protest. T
am nol suffirient of a political hypoerite
to withdraw the amendment, although 1
know it will not be carried; and, even if
T stand alone, 1 am prepared to express
iy opinion,

The CIAIRMAN: The hon. member
must move s reduction by some substan-
tia] amount.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: 1n that ease T will
leave the amendment as it is. I would
like to remind hon. members opposile,
when voting for the abolition of clerks at
£3 per week

My, Thomson: Why did not you attack
the other under secretaries?

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: Because 1 had no
ocension to attack them., I know the
amendment will be defealed.

Hon. R. H. Underwood:
trouble about it

Mr. OLOGHLEN: 1 am not going fo
¢limb down in this matter. Tt is well for
hon. members to know that the officer in
question will in future be infinenced by
the fulsome eulogy of Ministers who were
not competent, and who fortunately for
Western Ausiralia are no longer Minis-
ters—I refer to the members for Perth
and Mount Margaret—to continue to run
his department just as he pleases,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would not
have said anything but for the atlack
which has been made on this side of the
House. In seasan and out of season the
member for Forrest and others like him
seem to regard it as their duty lo say
thai we are ont to reduce the salary of the
small man. T do not know that anyone
on this side of the House has ever sug-
mested that the man in receipt of £3 a

Then why
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week should have lus salary reduced. That
iz not a true bill as far as the members
of the Opposilion are concerned. 1t is,
however, refreshing to hear hon. members
opposite criticising each other. Whether
or not that is the usual style of cancus
debate it is certainly derogatory to this
LChamber, If hoo. members are justly of
the opinion that a certain official is not
doing his duty to the State they have a
perfeet right to draw attention to the
tact, They must not, however, make a
personal attack on the individual. The
question whether an under secretary
should atlend to his office within stated
and fixed hours is one for the Minister
controlling the department to see to, and
if an attack is to be made it should be
wade on the Minister. It is the duty of
the Minister to invesligate the charges.
| do not believe one half of that which
has been szaid in regard to this officer. 1
know him to be a very capable officer, al-
thongh 1 have not come into personal
contact with him, that is to say, in regard
to the details of the department. We all
know, however, that Mr. North wn-
donbtedly is an exeellent officer, who has
speni his lifetime in the service of the
State, and that he has a grip of the work
of the department second to none so far
as under secretaries go. That, however,
does not excuse him for being lax, and
if there is laxity the matter should be
settled by the Minister. T deprecate the
tone of this diseussion, which must be
hurtful to the discipline of the depart-
ment and certainly must be huartful io
the aofficer in question,

Mr. CARPENTER: 1t seems a re-
markable thing that the gentleman under
discussion appears to be the only officer
about whom we are always baving a con-
troversy when i1he Estimates come be-
fore ns. YWhen | was a member of this
Chamber previously, the first thing 1
heard was a complaint from the member
for Geraldton about this Under Secre-
tarv. The complaint was in regard to
laxity, and more particularly about his
practice of getting to his office at 11
o'clock instead of ai nine in the morning.
1f [ mistake not, the then Premier—who
i now the leader of the Opposition—
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made a prowmise thal sieps would be taken
to see that Mr. North reached his office
at cthe proper time. .

Hon, Frank Wilson: If | made that
promise it was kept,

Mr, CARPENTER: But the practice
has continued, and to my personal know-
ledge this ollicer gues to his office at 11
o'clock.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
know that?

Mr. CARPENTER : He often comes up
in the same train with me, It is quite
possible that Mr. North does as much
work as other oflieers,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why does not the
Minister see to it?

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 agree that the
Yinisler is responsible, and it is time
that e had a good beart-fo-heart talk
with this officer. It would be far better
for him to attend to his duties during the
regular office hours, rather than stay be-
hind in the evening. The hours are from
nine to five, and no man should have the
privilege of saying that he will alter them
and stay until late in the evening. 1
cannot agree with the proposal to reduce
the salary by £100. 1 have had deslings
with Mr. North, and 1 admit he knows
his work well and is a capable officer.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item—DMessengers exchange, £466.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: This item
shows an inerease of £134 over the vote
of last year. Will the Minister explain
bhow that increase comes ahout?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: This
system has been built up within the last
yvear or so for the purpose of passing
fiies from department to department. In-
stend of sending boys to each individual
department, the central exchange secures
the files and distributes them, The in-
troduction of the system has reduced the
number of messengers, and I am con-
vineed that 1 saving bhas heen effected.

on. FRANK WILSON: The Mm-
ster has not explained why it 15 neces-
sary to increase the vote from £332 to
£466.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD: Tha ex-
change was not worked for the whole
of last vear. The Fstimates were

How do you
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not introduced until the year was
half way through, and, further-
more, ilhe business of the exchange

has been extended, and it has been found
neccssary to employ two additional boys.
No doubt a saving has been effected in
other departments.

Hon. PRANK WILSON. If the Min-
ister has found it necessary to employ
two extra boys, be ought to tell us where
the corresponding saving is. There must
be a decrease somewhere else to corves-
pond with this inerease. What I want
to emphasise 1s that we muost look affer
the pence, and then the pounds will look
after themselves. It is no use puiting
on two additional messengers if there
is n¢ increase in the work.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: There is an
increase in the work. [ am not compelled
to eonvince you,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T think the
Minister is. Ha should at least endeavour
to give the information asked for.

Mr. B, J. STUBBS: I think the ex-
planation given by the Minister ig quite
clear. The exchange was In operation
for something less than the whole of last
year. To find out what saving has hecn
effected it would be necessary to serutin-
ise the various provisions made for mes-
sengers in 1913, In organising the new
exchange it mmay be that too many mes-
sengers were dispensed with and that
now it has been found necessary to bring
in a couple more.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: All that is
mere surmise. The exchange was in
existenee for practically the whole of
last year.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: It started
on the 27th July—two months gone.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: N,

than cne month.

Mr. B, J. Stubbs: What did the mes-
sengers cost in 1913, when attached to
the various departments?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is the
information T am asking for; the hon.
member just now declared he was satis-
fied with the Minister's explanation. This
vear the Minister proposes to spend an
extra £134, Why?

less
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Hon. R. H. Underwood: More work.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, there
cannot be. It is in this way the expenses
are piled up. I move—

That the item be reduced by £134.

I do not think a penny more should be
expended this year than sufficed for last
year,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: The ex-
change was started last year and, of
eourse, in the beginning the full body of
work did not come to it. That is obvious.
I have here a report of the work of this
exchange, which shows that during the
year 201,000 files and 194,000 letters and
packages were handled by the exchange.
Of those letlers and packages 15,000
came from or were sent to Fremantle.
Previously, of ecourse, they were either
posted or sent by rail, at a total cost of
something like £196. A saving of
£857 7s. 4d. has already been effécted by
this department, and it is estimated that
the gross saving for this year will be
£1,187 17s. It is further anticipated that
a still larger saving will be effected when
it hecomes possible to bring the combined
messenger staff nnder this exchange. It
18 also proposed that the exehange shall
deal with all correspondence, etc., be-
tween the departments and outside firms
within a radins of one mile, thus effecting
a considerable further saving. The de-
partment is undoubtedly saving money,
and the velume of its work is steadily in-
creasing.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Why did
not the Minister give vs that information
at the outset? It would have saved a lot
of disenssion.  Just the same I would
point out to him that an estimate of as-
sumed savings shounld not be good enough
for the Minister when his mission is to
exercise economy.

The Premier: By the establishment of
this exchange we were able to dispense
with a number of messengers in the vari-
ous departments, It is in those depart-

menis that the saving is definitely
effected.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: But £446

will not cover all the messengers’ work of
the various departments. This exchange
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deals principally with the correspondence
between the Colonial Secretary’s depari-
ment and the other departments.

The Premier; Not all all. It deals
with the correspondence of practically all
the departments; it is merely eontrolled
by the Colonial Secretary’s Department.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If it is to
save money in all the departments, it
should be placed, not in the Colonial
Secretary’s Department, but in that of
the Treasnrer. However, in view of the
explanafion we have had I will withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Item—Clerks (State Labour Bureau),
£834.

Mr, ROBINSON: This item shows an
increase of £119, Last year we had a
great deal of unemployment. We under-
stand from the Minister that this has
been satisfactorily dealt with. Therefore
there shonld be less work in the bureau
this year than obtained last year.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: The in-
creased expenditure is chiefly due to the
fact that some of the officers provided
for this year were not working all ihe
time last year. Really no more officers
are engaged.

Ttem—Temporary labour Class
officers {Labour Burean), £215.

Mr. ROBINSON: Why should there
be temporary employment in the State
Labour Burean? All femporary em-
ployment should be cut out.

The Premier: Al present we reguire
more thanr vsual. You do not expect us
to fill positions being vacated temporanly
by men who are enlisting.

Mr. ROBINSON: No.

The Premier: Then we must have tem-
porary employment.

Mr. ROBINSON: T should think. we
want permanent employees, but if this
represents labour to temporarily fill the
positiens of men who have gone to the
front, T have nothing further to say.

The Premier: If wou want economy,
wipe out the observatory.

Hon. R. H. UTNDERWOOD: This de-
partment has been working at top pres-
snre and temporary labour is necessary
in the case of officers on leave through

“G”
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sickness, There is no chance of flling
up with permanent men because the ser-
vice would become overloaded.

Item — Observatory, Aecting Govern-

ment Astronomer, £504.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am not
advocating the abolition of the observa-
tory.

The Premier: Then you do not want
genuine ecohomy.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There are
things which must be kept going.

The Premier: Surely there is no rea-
son why we should keep on mapping the
stars,

Hen. J. D. CONNOLLY: The State is
in honour bound under an old agreement
with the Greenwich Observatory to keep
the local observatory going until a cer-
tain amount of work has been done.

The Premier: That is not eorrect.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY:; If the ob-
servatory were closed the very expensive
instruments would become useless, Is
there any chance of the Federal Govern-
ment taking over the observaiory?

The Minister for Works: None what-
ever, If there is any item in the Esti-
mates that is not wanted, it is this one.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The Federal
Government took over the meteorologi-
cal porlion and left the astronomical por-
tion of the work to the State, whereas
the astronomical is more a Federal mat-
ter than the meteorclogical. The previ-
ous Government received a half-promise
that the astronomiecal branch wonld be
taken over.

The Minister for Mines: We have been
urging that until we are tired.

Vr, WILLMOTT: Is this item ahso-
lutely necessary? The estimafed expen-
difure on the observatory is £1.580,
whereas two years ago it was £1482. A
reduction should be made, but I am not
sufficiently aequainted with the workings
of the institution to know where it ean
be made.

Hon. J. D, Connolly: There has been
a big reduction on the expenditure of
five or six years ago.

Mr. WILLMOTT: DBecanse a large
amount of the work previously done by
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the State oflicials is now done by ithe
Federal officials.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: No, that was
the inexpensive portion,

Mr, WILLMOTT: We are spending
{oo much money in this direction.

The Minister for Mines: But we are
discovering new stars every night.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: This is one of the
institutions which might well be done
without. I do not desire to infliet any
injury on the officers but some might be
placed in other departments if the Com-
monwealth could not find seope for them.
The State Government have made efforts
io get the Federal anthorities to take the
institution over, but so far have failed
and the Observatory is a sort of dead
horse for this State to carry. As nearly
six months of the financial year have
elapsed, and as T consider there is no
necessity for this expeanditure, 1 move an
amendment—

That the item be reduced by £8252.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why not move to
reduce the whole  lot?

The CHAIRMAN: It is necessary to
deal with one item at a time.

Hon. B. H. UNDERWQOD. There is
no possibility of the Federal Government
taking over the Observatory and it is for
Parliament to decide whether the people
can afford to keep the instituticn open.
T we close it this year, the best course
to adopt would be to dispose of the stock
and decide not to re-establish it later on.
From the Observatory a time ball is
dropped and a gun fired daily at Fre-
mantle. At Perth two balls are dropped
and a gun is fired daily. A public elock
at the Observatory, two clocks in the chief
telegraph operating room and one at the
railway station are maintained. From
these cenfres a daily signal is sent to
every railway and telegraph station in
the State. Time signals are given to
clockmakers when desired. There is still
a great demand from visitors to make
night observations at the Observatory.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
might seem extraordinary for a Minister
to support the reduetion of a vote, but
we must realise whal reductions the Com-
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mittee have already made. Despite the
Government’s representations, the Com-
miitee have reduced the vote for the
Publie Library, Museum and Art Gallery.
The Museum and Art Gallery might be
considered luxuries, but it cannol be
argued thal the Library is a luxury; still
the vote has been reduced and these in-
stitutions will be considerably hampered
in their operations and the public will be
debarred from obtaining that educational
assistance which every community desire
and deserve. Therefore, we should com-
pare the Observatory with those institu-
tions. Much information of value to the
State iz obtained from the Federal
meteorological department, and we are
maintaining an establishment, the useful-
ness of which has been largely curtailed
because the central bureau is supplying
the information which this institution
was oviginally established to supply.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : They
separate things entirely.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [ am
not going to argue that the whole of the
funetions of the QObservatory are covered
by the Federal establishment, but the
work done by the local Observatory is of
small importance.  The usefulness of
other instituiions has been eurtailed con-
siderably and in view of that, the Com-
mittee can come to only one conelusion
as regards this item,

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The ob-
servatory was established many years ago
when Western Awnstralia was booming,
when we had praetically unlimited rev-
enue at our disposal and when the ex-
penditure of several thousands of pounds
did not hother members as the expendi-
ture of the same number of shillings or
pence would perturb us at present. The
question whether we should maintain the
Observatory or not has eoncerned previ-
ous Governments. Many years age a
Government of which T was a member
approached the Federal Government with
a view to having the Observatory taken
over holus bolus, and T believe our pre-
senl (overnment have made similar
efforts. The Federal Government, how-
ever, have persistently declined to have

are
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anylhing to do with the work represented
by several of lhese items, namely. the
work of mapping the heavens.  That
work will last several generations.

Hon. R. H. Gnderwood: Two or three
hundred years.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is work
undertaken by various observatories in
different parts of the world, aecording to
the geographical advantages of their
situation. We were best situated as re-
gards Australia,

The Premier. We are the only observa-
tory in Australia called upon to do that
work. Why should it not be a Federal
matter?

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Other States are
taking their share of the work,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No. 1 be-
lieve there are only half a dozen observa-
tories in the whole world enzaged on this
work, We fell in, somewhat foolishly in
my opinion, with the suggestion that our
observatory should do this work, which
has already cost thousands of pounds.
The Observatory cannot be put in the
samne calegory as the Education Depart-
ment, since the benefits from an ohserva-
tory are enjoyed only by a very few ad-
vanced students. Tf we take a firm stand
now, and pui our Government in a posi-
tion to say to the Federal authorilies
that Western Australia will not bear the
cost of continning this work beyond
another three or six months, because of
our finaneial position, that may lead the
Commonwealth Government to take it
over. To-day it is necessary that we
cshould lop off everything that is not
absolutely essential. We are not justi-
fied in spending loan money on such work
as this. On the understanding I bhave
indicated, 1 am prepared to support this
expenditure,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T am rather
surprised at the attitude of the Minister
for T.ands, in supporting a reduction of
the Government Estimates. The Minister
for Lands is in error in his belief that
Western Australia has erected an ob-
servatory for purposes which are now
carried ont by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. The Meteorological Depart-
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ment really require no buildings at all,
hut only a few rain gauges. )

Hon. Frank Wilson: They have a fair
staff, though.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: When the
Federal Government took over the

meteorological wark, it was understood
that the asironomieal work would he
taken over shortly afterwards. Jlowever,
it would be a had advertisement for
Western Australia to elose down the
observatory. There is no doubt that this
State has derived considerable adverfise-
ment from the existence of that scientifie
inslitution. Fifteen vears ago, 1 believe,
a distinet agreement was made with
either the Paris or the Greenwich Oh-
servatory that each observatory throngh-
out the world should map a portion of
the heavens,

The Premier: That is not eorreect.

Hen. J. D. CONNOLLY: Perhaps not
every observatory. Ifowever, a leavy
portien of the work fell on our observa-
tory by reason of its geographical posi-
tion, ours heing the furthest south-
weslern observatory. [ understand that
part of the work for Australia is
done by one of the Hastern States
observatories, This particular work was
kept back a good deal in former years,
by reason of lack of funds, I would sup-
port a- redonction if it would force the
hands of the Federal Government, but
I suggest a smaller reduetion. To redonce
the amonnt by half will not get us over
the difficulty.

Hon. B. H, TUNDERWOOD: My
experience is that the Federal Govern-
ment point as muech as ever they can on
the State Governments. If it is the de-
sire of the Committee to try to force the
Federal Government to take over the
Observatory, let ns close the institution
down. There is great diffieulty in ob-
taining payment from the Federal Gov-
ernment, who now owe us about £13,000
for providing special constables, of which
amount we eannot cet a penny.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There is a good
deal in what the Honorary Minister says,
but it must he obvious to hon. members
that the Federal Government are not
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the present time. If we are going to
cloge down the Observatory what is to
become of all the valuable instruments
up there?

The Premier: We can hand them over
to the University.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That will involve
the provision of further funds for the
University. This astrographic work is
being carried on throughout the world.
The Perth Observatory bas been doing
its share and, if we close down the Ob-
servatory, it will dislocate the world’s
work, a work of the utmost value to
scientists,

The Premier: Well, let them pay for
it.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: This work being
done by the Australian observatories was
the chief cause of the recent visit of
scientists to Australia. They took a keen
interest in the work being done by the
Perth Observatory and delivered leetures
on the subjeet.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are we justified
in horrowing money to please the scien-
tists?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I would not
mind if it were merely proposed to re-
duce the vote, but it would be most un-
fair to stop the astrographie work after
so much has been acecomplished. Our
Observatory has been congratulated by
scientifie societies throughont the world.
If it is intended to wipe out this institn-
tion some notice should have been given
to allow of the work heing continued
elsewhere. Many people in our midst
ohtain considerable benefit from the Perth
Observatory, among others, the numerons
members of the Astronomical Society.
Again, the members of the Observatory
staff give scientific lectures, not only in
Perth, but in other parfs of the State.
Tt would be a great mistake to elose down
the Observatory.

The PREMIER: Tt was, T think, in
1900 that the Perth Observatory under-
took to do its part in mapping the stars.
Since that time we have done a fair pro-
portion of the work. How long it will
take to eomplete, I cannot say, We en-
tered into no contract to do this work.
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We had the Observatory, and at the
time, the money also, and so we agreed io
permit the Observatory staff to attend
to the work., But, having regard to all
the cireumstances, we cannot be expected
to eontinne that work indefinitely. “War
conditions” is sufficient excuse to enable
a man to get out of a definite contraet
without penalty, and it should be sufficient
o enable us to conclude our arrangement
in regard to this astrographic work., Ob-
viously the Observatory is of some value,
but at the same time we have other even
more valuable institutions suffering as the
result of economy. The previous Gov-
ernment asked the Federal authorities to
take over the Observatory, but were met
by a definite refusal. We, in our turn,
approached the Federal Government, and
declared that as an alternative we would
close down the Observatory. We came
to Parliament with only six months’ pro-
vision for the Observatory, and explained
that we proposed to close it down at the
end of six months. No exception was
taken by members to that proposal. How-
ever, later, somebody in ‘London, on be-
half of some society, wrote to the Agent
Geeneral, asking him to make representa-
tions to us to continue the Observatory
for a littie period until arrangements
could be made for some other ohservatory
to take over this work, or for some person
of means to take over the Observatory.
We agreed. That was 18 months or two
years ago, and we have heard nothing
further. We cannoi he expected fo in-
definitely eontinue the maintenance of
this institntion, whose publieations, I am
informed, are placed in tbe library of this
House, but never opened. We are main-
taining this institution merely that we
may supply information to a few inter-
ested persons, the scientists referred io
by the member for Subiaco, while other in-
stitutions of practieal value to the State
are suffering through economy.

Hon., J. D. Gonnolly: If you c¢lose
down will you not lose all the work that
has heen done.

The PREMIER: No, for it is there,
and it will be continued hy other ohser-
vatories. If should be undertaken by the
Federal Government, but they have abso-
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lutely declined to take over the Observa-
lury. They have szaid, “When we take
over the ohservatories of Australia, it
is almost certain that the Perth Obser-
vatory will be closed down, Possibly we
will retain only one observatory, or per-
haps two, for the whole of Australia.”
We can guess where those two will be;
certainly neither will be in Perth. If the
Perth Observaiory is not necessary in the
interests of Australia, it is certainly not
necessary in the interests of Western
Australia. As a Government we want 1o
know whether Parliament agrees to the
attitude we previously adopted, Having
wailed so long to see if someone else will
take up the work, we want to know defin-
itely what Parliament desires.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: It will mean
closing down from the end of the year.

The PREMIER: Yes.

Amendment put and negatived.

[tem-——Temporary Labour (inclnding
office cleaner) £415.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In view of
what the Premier has said I move—

That the item be reduced by £21.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: 1 agree with
the suggestion made by the Premier. 1
assume the Premier will give an ultima-
tum to the Federal Governmeni and that
that will afford sufficient time to make
proviston, There is this other point to be
considered: 1t will be found from past
reports of the lale Government Astrouo-
tmer, Mr. Cooke, that the Observatory
buildings are on an extravagant seale,
and that about 75 per cent of the build-
ings is house, and the balance observa-
tory. Mr. Cooke alwayvs complained that
the house was far too big. Therefore it
wonld be a waste of money to hand it over
to the Federal Government.

The Premier: They have no chance of
. getiing the property,

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: 1 am glad
io hear that, The site is too good to give
away. Tt is the best site in the City for
a publie reservation, Fvidently the Ob-
servatory is in the wrong position. The
late Surveyor (eneral had to take cer-
tain magnetic observations and they
could not bLe laken at the Observatory
beeause il was too near the influence of
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the eleeiric cars and the atmosphere was
not ¢lear owing to the smoke from West
Perth. An astronomer who came here
some years ago took his observations
from Bayswater in prefereuce to ‘the
Observatory. This sliows thal the posi-
tion is not a good one for the Observatory,
and there is uo reason why it should he
handed over to the Federal Goverument.
FPerhaps the instrumenls might be handed
uver.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Give them nuth-
ing; let them pay for everything.

The Premier: They have power to take
it over it they want to.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: "o
the Tand and buildings?

The Premier: Certainly: 1o take over
departmenis,

Mr. Thomson: Then close it down.

The Premier: if we do, they will not

tahe

he able (o take it hecause it will not
exist.

Hon. J. [. CONNOLLY: 1 trust the
Federal Government will not have an

opportunity to take over the site.

Amendment put and passed,

liemm—Government Printer, £600.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The print-
ing department, which was purged a
good many vears ago. seems to have
drifted hack into the same extravagant,
spendthrift condition. The vole, which
used to be about £30,000, is now £46.574.
This is heyond all reason.

Hon. R. II. UNDERWOQOOD: (‘om-
monwealth work to the value of £11,000
was done last year, an increase of £2,000
over the previous year. If the turnover
for the Commonwealth is deducted, the
State printing bill is reduced o £30,581.
The main incresses asked for this year
are Commonwealth £2,464, Publie Works
£480, and University £481. The work
is charged up to each department. The
output has heen 150 per cent. greater,
hut, in spite of this enormous inerease.
the expenditure is only £6.000 greater.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: That is prob-
ably due to an increase in the Common-
wealth work, [f not, it is all the more
reason why the matter should be inquired
into. To say that this work is charged
up to cach department does not answer
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the objection Lhat perhaps we are ex-
travagant in our printing. How much of
the 150 per cent. inerease is covered hy
excess work for the Commonwealth?
Years ago the printing went up by leaps
and bounds until the whole Honse was
seandalised, and 1 put the department
an an econotnical basis. T am afraid it
is drifting baek to the old condition.

The Premier; It is not. .

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If the in-
crease represents Commeonwealtls work,
amd it is being paid for, that is a dif-
ferent matter.

The Premier: The Minister controlling
this department eannot control the print-
ing sent from other departments.

lion. FRANK WI1LSON; No; il is the
printing of the Guvernmnent generally.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD: The
Minister eannot contrel the printing of
the Governmenl generally. The Govern-
ment hns had (his matter under consid-
eration. A good many reporls, whieh
we nsed o have printed, are now laid
on the 'Mable type-written. Many have
been reduced considerably in size, The
Colonial Secretary is going inte the
question of stopping the printing of vari-
ous stalistical registers which are being
printed by the Federal Government, and
I am sore a considerable saving will he
effected on the Tstimates. Miristers are
doing their best to keep the printing as
low as possible.

Ttem—~Government
Gtardens), €276,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The esti-
wated expenditure on public gardens is

Gardener (Public

£1,649. On what is this to be expended?
Hon. R H. UNDERWOOD: The

following gardens are now under the
control of this braneh,—Government
Gardens, Perth Publie Hospital, Museum,
West Subiaco Hospital, East Perth Re-
serve, Obzervatory, Perth Modern School,
Roxal  Mint, Auricultural Department,
the nreshore, the foreshore near the Sup-
reme Court, the Home of Peace, and the
Suhinco Tndustrial Sehool.

Hon, Frank Wilson:; Have you the
particulars of {he expenditure on each?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOI: No, it
would be difficult to obtain that, because
a wman might be working in two or three
different places.

[Mr. Male took the Chair.]

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This item
shows an estimated inerease of £105, and
it is questionable whether there should be
a greater expenditure this year.

Hon, R. H  UNDERWOQOD: The es-
timate is the same as last year’s but a
saving was effected. This provision must
be made, and, if a saving can be effected
it will be done.

Hon. FRANIL WILSON: Of course
there will be a saving, if possible, but we
have already decided that expenditure on
other parks should be reduced and if the
item is passed as printed, it will be drawn
on by the officials nntil all is expended.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: It was not
all expended last year.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If £105 less
suMced lasl year when, on aceount of the
drought, much more attention was needed
than wounld be necessary in a season such
as the present, surely there is no justifi-
cation for the increase,

Hon, R. H. UNDERWQOD: T do not
think there is anything in the argument
that hecause an amount is on the Esti-
mates it will be spent, The amount pro-
posed is for a staff which is considered
not more than sufficient for the worlk,
and which has to be paid at Arbitration
Court rates. Oceasionally men are away
from this work, and it is got through
without them. That may be se¢ this year.
Al the same time, if hon. members want
lo cut the amount down, let them do so.

Hem—Foremen Gardeners, £365.

Han, FRANK WILSON:

amendment—
That the item be reduced Ly £232.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: As the
ilem includes two foremen, who have to
work on some Sundays, I think this
amount had hetter not be reduced.

Hon, FRANK WTLSON: I ask leave
tv withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

I move an
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Item — (Public Gardens) Labourerss
£1,000.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I move an
amendment—

That the item be reduced by £83,

Mr. FOLEY: The amendment repre-
sents an attack on men who are on the
lowest rung of the ladder. Why should
the item be reduced by £839

Hon. Frank Wilsen: Because that is

the amount which was not spent last
year, .
Mr. FOLEY: When the salaries of

highly paid officers were in question,
members made charges of cowardice
against those who moved reductions; but
as regards a labourer on 9s. a day, the
members who were coneerned on behaif
of -highly paid officers are quite willing
that reduetions should be made. The
amount of the item has been fixed, not
hy the Minister, but by the officer in
charge of the labourers. To reduce the
amount will mean the discharge of some
unfortunate labourer and the speeding up
of the other workmen.

Mr. GREEN: [ support the amend-
ment, becanse reduction of Jabourers does
not enter into the question, Tast year the
expenditure on this item was £917, and
the elfcel of (he proposed reduction wonld
be to make the same amount available
this year. The parks affected by this
item are all in the metropolitan area, and
the expenditure on parks all over the
State has been reduced.

The Premier: Parks all over the State
have not been reduced. The amount of
the reduction will come off the King’s
Park.

Mr. Robinson:
liament said.

Mr. GREEN: I am pleased to hear
the Premier’s statement.

Hon. Fraok Wilson:
at sea,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: On several pre-
vious items we were told that the reason
why the full amount had not heen ex-
pended last year was that some of the
men had asked for holidays, for which
they had not heen paid. The reduetion of
this item will not mean the discharge of

That is not what Par-

The Premier is
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a labourer, who gets more than £33 for
a vear'’s work. 1f will mean that the men
who took holidays last year, possibly
owing to sickness—and labourers are not
jraid  when they are away ill—will be
compelled {o take the same holidays this
year, though possibly they may not be
able to afford to take them.

Mr. Green: That statement has not
been made by the Honorary Minister on
this item.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That is the ex-
planation which was given on other items
and 1 think it would be given by the
Honorary Minister, were he present, on
this item. The member for Kalgoorlie is
hardly showing an altruistie spirit.

My, Green: The parks on the gold-
fields have bheen starved.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: If the ilem is
reduced a number of labourers will have
to take holidays because there is not sufli-
cignt moneyv to pay them full time. The
reduction will make very little difference
to the Estimates, hut a zreat deal of dif-
ference to the labotrers on 9s, a day,
some of whom have a hard struggle to
live during these trving times. Certainly
the same thing would not be done in the
case of highly paid officers.

Mr. ROBINSON: Tt is surprising
that members of the Committee will listen
to such talk as has fallen from the mem-
ber for Subiaco. There is not a single
man in this Assembly who wants to cut
down a labourer’s wage. Why did the
member for Subiaco support the eutting
down of the King’s Park item?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You are wrong.

Mr. ROBINSON: Why did the mem-
her for leonora support that reduction?
The result of it has heen that five lab-
ourers had to he dispensed with. Now
the Premier talks of euiting another £300
off the amount for King’s Park.

The Premier: T did nothing of the
sort.

Mr. ROBINSON: Tf the Premier does
that, two or three more labourers will he
thrown on the streets. And yet we have
claptrap talked by members opposite
abhout dispensing with labourers. If last
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vear the gardens could be kept going for
£917, it should be possible this year. The
question is not one of less labour or of
cutting down wages,

The PREMIER: T am delighted to
hear the member for Canning champion
the cause of Labour. However, he voled
for the reduction of the Zoological Gar-
dens item, practically the whole of which
is spent in labour. If this ifem is reduced
some labourers must suffer reduction.
The amount provided is the amount
which will be paid to those men if they
work the full number of working days in

ihe year. These Estimates are gone
throngh in  Cabinet item by item,
and  every Minister has to produce
good grounds for the slightest in-
crease.  The Estimates, as submitted
by the various departments, were
reduced Lo the tune of £150,000 in
Cabinet. This increase of £83 is neces-

sary for the purpose of paying those
men their present rate of wages if they
work the full number of days. If it is
reduced, certain of the men will have to
sland off,

Hon, Frank Wilson: Well, stand them
off.

The PREMIER: I am not objecting,
nor is the Honorary Minister, I am only
asking members to understand what they
are doing. If the men do not work they
will not be paid. Bat we do not desire
te have io force them to stand down be-
cause Parliament will not provide the
money.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No one has
snggested thal the labonrer should be
deprived of his wages. The question is,
are the Government to keep a lot of men
hanging on at full wages when they are
not fully employed? Why should more
money be spent on the gardens this year
than was necessary last year? It is not
a question of labour, bat of the amount
the State ean afford to maintain these
gardens, All we can get from the other
side iz the cry of “The poor labourer."
Labour generally was in a betier posi-
tion in this State under the Liberal Gov-
ernment than in any other part of the
civilised world.

{ASSEMBLY.]

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must keep to the item.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : It is & ques
tion of how much we can afford to spend
on the gardens. I would like to see the
vote cut down by several hundred
pounda.

Mr. GREEN: I am not going to be
a party to putting men off. The Premier
has said that if the men work the full
number of working days the full amount
will be required. In these circusmtences
I think we ought to provide the full
amount.

Mr. WILLMOTT : Previcus Estimates
show that the money provided under this
item has never yeot been fully expended.

Hon. R. H. Underwocod: Thersfora
there is no danger in voting it.

Mr. WILLMOTT : By providing more
than is necessary we run the risk of
allowing the item to creep up year by

yoar. The item has been reduced since
1913, yet the gardens have not de-
teriorated.

Mr. Bolton: But some poor devil

has gone home with less wages. ™

Mr. WILLMOTT : We have no proof
of that. If the Honorary Minister can
show us that certain men were away
sick last year I will be agreeable to
voting the full amount. The Premier
made an assertion which was not borne
out by any statement by the Honorary
Minister.

Hon. R. H. Underwood, :
any statement you like.

Mr. TAYLOR: Obviously the item
is for no other purpose than the supply
of labour. If the item be reduced, the
earning capacity of those men will be
reduced also. If hon. members think
too many men are employed in the
gardens, that is quite another thing, If
we are to maintain the pardens at all
we should do it decently. In the face
of a reduced provision the Covernment
gardener must put off certain of his
men. If we reduce the item the Minister
can still excess his vote, and will do so if
oceasion demands it. I am prepared
to support economy, but I do not think
we can reduce this item on the plea of
econoImny.

I will make
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Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . .. .. 8
Noes .. . .. 22
Majority against ..o 14
Arus,
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Willmott

Mr., Connolly ’ Ar. Veryard

Mr. Mitchell Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Roblnson Mr. George

1 (Teller).

Noes.

Mr. Allen . Mr. McDawall
Me. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr, Carpenter . Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Chesson ,  Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Coliler ! Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. ‘Faylor
Mr. Ja=. Gardiner Mr. Thomas
“ar, Green : Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hardwick ‘ Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heitmana . Mr. A. A. Wllson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Bolton

1 (Teller),

Amendment thus negatived.

Item—Registrar General and CGovern-
ment Statistician £528.

Mr. B. J. BSTUBBS: Some years ago
when the Commonwealth Government
ceased compiling certain records the
Government of this State decided to
continue compiling them. Tt is a waste
of roney to continue this work for had it
been necessary the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment would have continued it.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOOD: It is
the intention of the Colonial Secretary
to cut out several of the publications
issued not beeause they are not necessary
but because the Commonwealth Govern-
ment are publishing identical matter,
and generally the Commonwealth in-
formation is published before ours.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : I think that these
statistical publications should be done
away with. 1 move an smendment——

That the item be reduced by £50.

If this officer is to be relioved of certain
work then his salary should be reduced.

Hon. R. H. TNDERWOOD : We are
not paying a high salary for a capable
statistician. I trust the moember will
not press’the amendment.

fully revised by
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Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I ask leave to
withdraw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Item—Temporary Clerical assistance,
Class **G.” officers (Registry), £817.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There
should not be any increass in this item.
The onus of compiling these statistics
should be thrown on the Commonwealth
but it seems that the Commonwealth
atatistica are largely copied from ours.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Much
of the information compiled is necessary
for State purposes. This item is increased
because it was impossible to complete
the work last year and in addition to the
current year's work the arrears from last
year have to be undertaken.
~ Item—Incidental, including firewood,
cleaning material, travelling, transport,
postage, stationery, reporting, fees to
examiners, telephone, rents, instruments,
water, power, lighting, fuel, collection
of statisties and not othorwise provided,
£8,560.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Why is the
itern £1,388 more than last year. There
seems to be no Justification for the
increase.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD: The
amount is the same as that proposed last
year but the amount last year was not
all expended. It is absclutely impos
sible to estimate this item as it must
vary considerably. A great deal more
expenditure this year is not anticipated.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It does not
seem as if the Estimates were very care-
Ministers when the
amount was over estimated last year
to the extent of £1,388. I move an
amendment—

That the item be reduced by £1,000.

Hon. R. H. UTNDERWOOD : It does
not really matter whether the amend-
ment i3 carried or not. If we want
more money we will spend it. Tf we
do not want it we will not spend it. We
must spond what is required irrespective
of what the vote is.

Mr. THOMSON: We are told by
Ministers that, if they want to spend
money, they will excess the vote con-
cerned. It is an absolute farce to bring
down these Estirnates, and ask us to
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go into them and pass them under such
conditions. Why submit them to us
at all if we are not going to have a say
in them *?

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must speak to the items.

Mr. THOMSON: I thought that I
was justified in replying to the statement
made by the Honorary Minister.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is
that the item he reduced by £1,000.

Mr. THOMSON : I support the amend.
ment. It seems to me that it is only on
these incidental items that we are per.
mitted to have a say at all. We cannot
touch questions of salary because of the
Public Service Commissioner, and if we
touch anything savouring of restricting
the avenues of employment we are told
that we are making an attack on labour.
It is a very difficult position indeed.
The Government managed last year
with £7,172 ; surely they can do the
same again this year. Why put more
money on the Estimates than is neces-
sary ?

The Minister for Works: One can
hardly tell sometimes what is required.
These are only estimates.

Mr. THOMSON : If the Government
want more money they have the power
to excess the vote.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I support the
amendment. The Honorary Minister
has told us that the Government intend
cutting out a large number of statistical
productions. T agree that they are un-
necessary. In some cases they are
duplications of the Commonweaith pub.-
lications, and others are not required
at all.

The Minister for Works : We want the
inter-State publications.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: L there is going
to be & reduction in the numbor of
returns that are got out, I contend that
there will with the smendment be ample
money t0 meet the requiroments of the
Minister. The Government can take
this reduction &s an indication that we
endorse the desire of the Minister to
reduce the number of publications. I
trust that, so far as possible, all unneces-
sary statistical productions will be cut
out, so as to reduce the expenditure.
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Amendment put and division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes 18
Noes 12
Majority for .. 3
AYER.
Mi. Allen 1 Mr, Robipsoen
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Thomaa
Mr. Connolly Mr. Thomson
Mt. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Veryvard
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Harrigon Mr, Wilimott
Mr. Hickmottl . Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy ' Mr. George
Mr. Mltchell {Teller.)
Mr, Plesse
Noks

Mr. Angwin Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Chesson Mr. Taylor
Mr. Collier Mr. Underwood
Mr. Foley Mr. A, A, Wilsou
Mr, McDowall Mr. Belton
Mr. Mullany (Tellsr).
Mr. O'Loghlen

Amendment thus passed.

ltem—(State Labour Burean)} Rail
Fares, £1,500.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: [ notice ihe

Minister has redueed the item hy £1,675,
whieh was an excess over the vole of last
yvear. How much of the expenditure of
£3178 was returned?

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD: We have
up to date about 68 per cent. of the
money in hand, and have collected a
zood deal of last vear’s money. We put
£1,500 on the Estimafes because we are
of opinion that we can get through on
this expenditure. Last vear we had a
big rush of unemploved, and there was
an excess on the vote. 1 have alrveady
eurtailed the issue of fares, and during
the last fwo months they have been cur-
tailed to the extent of over 50 per cent.
If nothing happens during this year, we
shall get through on that £1,500, but if’
anything happens it may cost us £3,000,
as it cost usg last vear.

Item — (Printing) Machinery, Type,
Repairs, Stationery (priniing paper) for
public service generally, £20,750.

Mr. WILLMOTT: T see there is an
increase of £5,000 odd on this vote. Can
the Minister give the Commitiee an ex-
planation ?
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: The item
ineludes a redemption of an old liability
to the Geoerwd Siores Deparlment for
stationery, The full amount of £5,000 odd
we had credited to revenue. It is a mere
bookkeeping entry.

YVote {as reduced to £30,664) put and
passed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

[Mr, Holman resumed the Chair.]
Vote—adborigines, £8,449:
Item—Frovisions, Clothing, ete., in-

cluding all other expenditure incidental
to promoting the welfare of the abori-
gines, £14,997,

Hon. J. D. CONNOQLLY: Will ihe
Minister explain what Le intends to give
to the missions this year? I have not the
last report of the Aborigines departmeut
but 1 have the report for 1913-14, and 1
see by that that the Australian mission
received £470. They have 27 children and
that works out at about 1s. a day. The
Beagle Bay mission has 147 children and
received £300, or about 3s. a week for
each ehild. The Salvation Army received
£149 for their 15 children, an average of
ahout 4s. a week. Last year I under-
stand these grants were reduced and I
would like to know now to what extent
the Minisler proposes to further reduce
them this year.

Hon.R. H. UNDERWOOQD: Inregard
to the missions, the two in the vicinity
of Perth and the one at Kalgoorlie are
paid for the maintenance of every child
we send them. That is to say, they do
not go out and gather up these children.
It is an expenditure that we cannot pos-
sibly get out of. It is a different pro-
position in regard to the other missions.
So far as Beagle Bay is concerned, that
was established some years ago and over
£16,000 has been spent in building there
and in the endeavour to cullivate very
bad soil. They gathered up the natives
from all round the place. Tn addition
to the cash snbsidy granted them, Beagle
Bav has also been supplied with pro-
visions,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: For indigent
natives¥
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Hon. R, H. UNDERWQOD: For in-
digent natives and children. So far as
the three missions 1 have referred o are
concerned, we cannot do otherwise than
pay them for the children we send to
them, just as we do for the white children
which we send to the orphanages. I
think we pay them 6s. 10d, for each
child.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: What was the
amount given to the Swan last year?

Hon, R, H. UNDERWOOD: I have
not the figures with me at the present
moment. ln regard to Beagle Bay 1 am
of opinien that it will be advisable to
close up that mission entirely, as I do
not think the aborigines are getting the
full benefit of the woney that is being
expended by the (iovernment. The place
is quite unsuitable. The object in estab-
lishing that mission was to have an insti-
tution which would eventually become
self-supporting, but they started it on a
bit of ground which is absolutely useless
as far as cultivation is concerned and
the place can never beeome. self-support-
ing. The object of the depariment is to
establish stations which, if not altogether
gelf-supporting, will become partially so.
Further than that, I do not believe it is
an advantage to gather natives from the
far away interior where they are living
{heir wild life and take them into mis-
sions. I have already explained in regard
to the Preshyterian mission at Hanover

. Bay that T have given them notice that

they will get their last subsidy as far as
I am concerned this year. I am giving
them £100 worth of stores and that is the
last of the Government support which
they will get. T cannot give the hon.
member the exact figures, but I know we
are paying less to Beagle Bay this vear
than we did last year. We have also cut
down the grant to Lambadina. We found
that the Police depariment had stationed
an officer there and the Ahorigines de-
partment were paying half his salary. At
the same time we also bad an our ewn
account a man stationed there receiving
and distributing rations, so we got rid
of the policeman.
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Hen. J. D, CONNOLLY: Can the
Minister tell me how many children there
are at the present time at the Swan? It
is quile impossible for them to earry on
with less money than they got last year.
There gre a number of half-caste children
gathered at Kimberley and the Govern-
ment are bound to pay for their support.
T do not agree with the Minister when
he states that these natives should not be
brought in from the bush. The children
eollected are mostly half-caste and it
would be a eriminal act to allow them to
grow up in the wilds. They had 42
children at the Swan in the financtal year
1013-14 and they received 4s. 6d. a week
for each. The mission cannot do with
less than that and the Minister should see
that they do ngt receive less.

Hon. R. H, UNDERW(GOD: Although
I was going to pay only half the suhsidy
it was demonstrated to me that it would
be untfair to do so, and I paid the capita-
tion grant right through last year and
I am doing so now. I agree with the
hon. member that we should pick up all
the half-caste children. What I said was
that we should not take the wild natives
from ouiback and place them in the mis-
sion stalions, They can well be permitted
to run wild, but wherever there are half-
castes or full-bloeded children we should
pick themmn up and pay for their keep.
I am working to establish outside the
missions, (fovernment stations whieh I
lope will be more economical.

Hen. J. D. Connolly: Are you con-
tinuing the advances to the Australian
Misgion and the Swan Mission?

Hon. R. H. TNDERWOQOD: Yes, to
the three missions.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Did T un-
derstand the Minister to say he is cutting
away the vote for the Beagle Bay Mis-
gsion? Aecording to the report before
me, they had 147 children of whom 90
were half-castes, and they were receiving
onlv 2s. a week for them.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: That is so,
but they were receiving rations,

-Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : But rations
are gmiven to distribnte among indigent
natives, and do not affect the missions.
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Vote put and passed.

Vote—Charities, £50,698:

Hon, FRANK WILSON: What steps
are the Government taking to get the old
age pensions allowed to the occupanis of
the Old Men's Home at Claremont?
Many of those men are qualified to re-
ceive a pension from the Commonwealth
Government.

Hon, R. H. Underwood: They are not
qualified. There is a section in the Act
that any person in a Government insti-
tution is not qualified.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: In a Govern-

ment institution, but not in & private
institution; that is the absurdity of it.
" Hon. FRANK WILSON: During the
vear ended 30th June, 1915, the average
number of inmates was 32, and over 400
of them were more than 60 years of age.
It is questionable whether such mmmates
are not qualified to receive the pension.
When I was in office, negotiations took
place—:- ‘

The Minister for Works: And have
taken place since,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: I think there was
an arrangement to give Ss. a week to the
Government and to pay the men 2s. a
week.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But the
Commonwealth make no allowance at all.
There are 400 persons who ought to be
receiving up to 10s. a week,

Mr. Heitmann: The funny part is that
these men can get it if they come out.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then should
not some arrangement be made to get
them ont? Ti is an absolute injustice to
the State that pensions are not paid in
these cases.

Hon. R. H. Underwcod: If they go
inte a Government institution, and then
come ont, they cannot draw the pension.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Do the Gov-
ernment receive 8s. a week from the
Commonwealth in respect of these men?

Hen. R. H. Underwood: In respect of
a few of them.

Hon, FRANE WILSON: T suppose
vary few of them will sign their liberty
away.
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Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The same applies
to the Perth Public Hospital. If a man
goes in there he loses his pension.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: Then pres-
sure should be brought to bear to get the
Act amended. Tt is disgracefnl.

Mr. Taylor: 1f a man goes into lhe
Perih Public Hospital, and is treated,
his pension ceases.

Mr. Boiton: And the same in regard
io the Fremantle hospital.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is =
shocking state of affairs, and steps should
he taken to wet the Aei alicred, The
State is put to enormons expense to
keep these men.

Mr, Heitmann: The State whieh does
the most is handicapped ihe nost.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Federal
Government are evading their Tesponsi-
bilities.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: 1 agree
with the leader of the Opposition. I
have done my best to bring this matter
hefore the Federal authorities. There is
a seetion in the Act providing that any
person in a Government institution is not
entitled to a pension. Men have made
applications for pensions, and the magis-
irale has sent back the claims rejecting
them, stating that it would be better for
the men to rvemain in the Qld Men’'s
Home. 1i is a simple way for the Fed-
eral Government to evade their respon-
sibilities, and it 15 a matter which
should be bronght prominently hefore
the Federal members.

Hon. J. 1. Connolly: Was not an
amendment of the Act promised?

Mr. Bolton: No; it was only discussed.

Hon. R, FI. UNDERWOOD: The Fed-
eral Government pay us 8s, a week for
persons who will practically sign .away
their liberty. that is, sign a deeclaration
that they will not ask for the full pen-
sion, These men go into the home and
are paid the 8s. and the Federal Gov-
crnment verv meanly keep the Zs.

Hon, J. D. Connolly : Then how ean
they legally pay the 8s.?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Under the Act thev
ean payv any amount,

1731

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : Many o)d
men stay at the home for a month and
are not debarred from receiving the pen-
ston. Then they draw their £2, do it in,
and return to the home for another
month, They are old men who have
learned a bit of life. The Federal Gov-
ernment, having uwndertaken to pay old
age pensions, should pay them withont
restrietion to all men in indigent circum-
stances and over the specified age, but at
present they are absolutely shirking what
they promised to do and made such a
ereat boast of doing.

Mr, HEITMANN: The boast that the
old age pension is not a pauper’s pension
falls to the ground. The difficulty seems
to arise from a lack of co-operation be-
tween the two (Governments.

The Minister for Works: It has no-
thing to do with us; we have tried re-
peatedly.

Mr, HETEMANN: The
ment have the burden of keeping
a number of old people and vet
the actual duty of doing s0
should rest with the Federal Cov-
ernment. The Federal Government are
right in one sense, when they say this
pension is merely to keep a man from
want. When a man is in a8 Government
institation, he receives his keep and is
not in want.

Mr. Foley: How is it that argument
does not apply to a private institution?

Mr. HEITMANN: That shows the
Feoderal Government have not gone far
enough.

Mr. Tavlor: They have gone too far.

Mr. HEITMANN: These pensions re-
present an experiment which will be
found wanting in many respeets.

The CHATRMAXN: I have allowed the
hon. member a lot of latitnde. 1 cannot
allow him to deal with legislation. T
hope he will not transgress too far,

Mr. HEITMANN: An effort should be
made to come to an agreement covering
the whole of the cost of the upkeep of
onr poor people. The State whieh is do-
ing most to provide for these people is
handieapped the greatest by the Federal
iovernment.

State Gov-
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Hon. 'J. D. CONNOLLY: In New
South Wales, where old age pensions
were first enacted, they had homes for
old people, and it was provided that
when a man was an inmate of a Govern-
ment institution he was not entitled to
receive a pension. That was all right
when the State which provided the in-
stitution provided the pension. The Fed-
eral Government copied the New South
Wales Act, and that is how the difficulty
arose. The matter was exhaustively
dealt with four or five years ago.

The Minister for Works: And has
been exhaustively dealt with since.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Com-
monwealth have since admitted their lia-
bility to a ecertain extent, as they are
saving 2s. in regard to some of these old
men.

The Miuister for Works: In vour time
they were paying 7s, 6d.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No, they
promiged to pay us 9s., and to pay 2s.
to the men themselves. The question was
referred to the Crown Law Department,
who advised that so long as the men were
in the home they could not elaim the old
age pension, but that if every new ad-
mission was forced before the court to
apply for an old age pension the money
could be obtained. TLast year’s report
shows that there was an average of 680
inmates, New admissions last year total-
led 326, and re-admissions 547, If each
of these cases had been forced to apply
to the court, then, unless the Common-
weaith (fovernment shifted thetr ground,
the State would be receiving the 8s. per
week in respect of those cases. In these
eireumstances, a large proportion of the
£15,000 representing the cost of the Old
Men’s Home could he recovered from
the Commonwealth Government.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have disenssed this question repeatedly
with the Superiniendent of Charities. The
position is that once a man or a woman
is ordered to the home, he or she loses
the right to the old age pension for ever
afterwards. Numbers of these old people
go into the home for a few weeks' atten-
tion, and, natorally, they will not agree
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lo forfeit their right to the pension, see-
ing that they hope to ecome out again in
a short time. A magistrate has power to
order an old pensioner to the home, and
onge the pensioner is there the Common-
wealth Governmenl pay the 8s. per week.
But if fthe inmate leaves the home he
loses his right to the pension.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Tl 1 under-
stand from the Minister that a man goes
mto the home for three or four weeks
and draws his pension for that neriod
and speands it?

Hon. R. H. Underwood : That happens
in a few cases.
Mr. Foley :

they get on.
~Hon. J. MITCHELL : T was wondering
if the people were called on to pay both
the old age pension and the cost of the
pensioner’s keap.

~Hon. Frank Wilson: That is so in a
few cases. . T
~Hon. J. MITCHELY.: If there are
many such cases the matter should be
seen into.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : That
kind of thing does not happen very often.
The Old Men’s Home is also a hospital,
and therefore a good place for an old
man who is unwell. L do not think
Parlisment desires to prevent old men
from obtaining the benefit of such treat-
ment. Shortly after I took office, [
asked Mr. Longmore to get into com-
munication with the Federal authorities
on this matter. He told me he had
already domne that under instructions
from the present Minister for Worke—
that he had been trying to get satisfac-
tion from the Federal Government ior
some years, but without avail. The
fault does not lie with the Charities
Department.

They go out to see how

Hon. J. Mitchell: Do you admit
young and strong men ?
Hon¥R. H. UNDERWOODX: No.

Tho institution is conducted as an Old
Men’s Home. On the 30th June last
there were ©81 inmates. The daily
average of residents for the year was 632.
The average age of the inmmates was 63.
T suppose there are about 5¢ inmates who
are really more fit to be in the Claremont
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Hospital for the Insane, though they
are not in any way dangerous. Thers

are in the Old Men's Home men young

in years but who are broken down. No
men are kept there who it is thought can
obtain a living outside.

Hon. FRANK WILSOKN: I am not
sure I agree with the Honorary Minister
that some of the inmates ought not to
be outside. Pages 5 and 6 of the report
show that on the 30th June last there
were 245 inmates between 61 and 70,
175 between 51 and 60, 57 between 41
and 50, 17 between 31 and 40, and 6
between 20 and 30 ; so that at least
half of the inmates are of an age when
they could earn their living unless some
physical disability prevents them.

Mr. Foloy: There is no other place
where they can be housed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The report
states—
~ *The average age of inmates is 63

years. The younger men are more

or less sufiering from chronic heart

or nerve affection.
That is the explanation given, but since
half the number of the inmates are of an
age when they ought to be able to earn
their living unless prevented by pyhsical
disability it seems to me there may be
some laxity. I do not know that anyone
of mature years is refused admission
to the institution. Az to the question
of getting some assistance from the
Federal Government, if the whole of
the inmates in this one institution re-
ceived the ordinary old age pension it
would mean a saving to this State of
something like £16,000 a vear. Taking
the inmates of all other charitable institu-
tions, the saving might be very con-
giderable—perhaps £25,000 a vear. 1
realise that the present Government
have re-started tho ball rolling to try
and get this grant. We could not get
satisfaction in the matter, and the present
Government will not be ablo to get satis-
faction. Tt is a matter for joint action
by the Premiers of the various States
at the Premiers’ conference. The claims
of several other States must he heavier
than ours, and probably the claims of
all the States would in the aggregate
arnount to £150,000 or £200,000 a year.
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The Federal CGovernmentY¥are ovading
their respopsibillties to certain citizens
of the Commonwenlth.

Mr. .FOLEY : In reply to the leader
of the Oppesition, I may point out that
the average age stated by the Honorary
Minister shows that the great majority
of the inmates of the Old Men's Home
are old men. As one who has visited
the institution T can say that it is one
of the best of its kind in Australia. No
voung fellow would stay in that institu-
tion unless compelled by circumstances.
A voung man from there who came to
see me the other day, and who was suf.
fering from aneurism of the heart, said
that his life was made a hell upon earth
for him by the old men in the institution.
He would gladly have left the place
could he have done so, but for such as
him there is no other place to go to. Tt
would certainly be & good thing if the
Commonwealth Government covld be
prevailed upon by the State Governments
to provide some help towards mainteining
institutions such as this.

Hon. J. 1. CONNOLLY : There is
another aspect of the question. In
New South Wales these institutions are
purely Government, and so they receive
no payment from the Conunonwealth.
In Vietoria, I understand, these institu-
tions are subsidized by the (iovermmnent,
and so get over the difficulty. 1 am
told that all those in the Victorian
institutions who are cligible receive
their old age pensions. If we were to
place our Old Men’s Home under similar
management & considerable portion of
this £1,500 would be drawn from the
Federal Covernment.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1f that is so,
how is it that the inmates of the T'erth
Public Hospital are debarred from getting
old age ponsions ¥

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Because it
is classed as s Government hospital.
It is in a different position from that
of subsidised hospitals.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The DMinister
says that in all cases where old people
go into e hospital they are deprived
of their old age pensions.

“Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : A good deal
of extras and comforts are provided for
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the inmates of the Old Mens' Home under
the Padbury bequest. I am one of
the trustees under the will, and I know
that we spend £700 or £800 a year on
this institution. The ruling of the
Supreme Court is ¢hat the money ¢an
only be spent on something which these
old people are not receiving from the
Government, and so we are confined to
the provigsion of mere comiorts. If the
institution were under & board of manage-
ment more could be done for the inmates
under the Padbury fund. From personal
observation I can assure members there
is no man in the Old Mens' Home who
should not be there. It is the cheapest
place in which to keep them.

Mr. HEITMANN: Tt has been said

that about 100 of the patients in the.

Old Mens’ Home are under medical
treatment. Of course, many of them
are chronic cases and require nursing
rather than medical attention, but it
appears to me that there should be a
reorganisation of our medieal staff in
the metropolitan area and that we should
locate one of our district medical officars
at this Home. Under the existing
systemn s district medical officer calls
there, but that is hardly sufficient.

The Minister for Works: He should
reside there.

Mr. HEITMANN : Yes, and he should
be made a full-time officer. It is not
good organisation to pay a district
medical officer £350 a year to do nothing
in partieular. If we had a medical
officer stationed at Claremont he could
do all the work of the institution and be
of great service of the inmates. Again,
he should give a little more attention
to that side of medicine dealing with
prevention. A little while ago I was
disgusted to learn that the medical
officer supposed to deal with preveution
had nonchalantly dealt with a number
of consumptive patients in that institu-
tion and had afterwards admitted that
there were ““a few such patients’’ there.
The present occupant of the position,
I am informed, has been brought before
the court for failing to notify infectious
casos. In reference to the management
of the institution, I am told that irrespec.
tive of prices paid for certain com-
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modities it is made a strict rule that they
ghall be provided. For instance, if
butter happened to be 53. a pound the
authorities would require the eame
amount as in normal times. -

Hon. R. H. Underwood : That is not
right.

Mr. HEITMANN: I have been in-
formed that when, recently, butter was
vory high, they took exactly the same
quantity as before. Again, I remember
gending a case down from Geraldton a
little time ago. It was a stretcher case,
and the patient was mot at the central
station, Perth, by an orderly who care-
lessly left him for a considerable time
while he went off to ring up the institu-
tion. Later the patient was conveyed
to Claremont, where he lay in the sun
for three or four hours beiore being taken
to the institution. T hope the Minister
will manifest the same personal interest
in this institution and its officers as 1
know he is taking in other departments
and officers under his admisinstation.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Fusherics, £4,078:

Itern-—Chief Inspector, £480.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Is this position
connected with that of the Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Mr.
Aldrich is the Chief Inspector of Fisheries.
The Secretary, Mr., Bolton, ia also secre-
tary for the Aborigines,

Hon, J. Mitchell : Where do you get
your fish supplies from ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD :
Bay.

Item—Incidental, including postage,
stationery, travelling, upkeep of boats,
exploitation work, and not otherwise
provided for, £650.

Hon, J. MITCHELL :

Shark

I see there

is an increase of £181 on this item
over last year. Will the Minister ex-
plain why it is? It is practically

useless to discuss these items with the
Honorary JMinister hecause of the atti-
tude he takes up. Year by year we
are increasing these items,

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOQOOD: We
are not increasing them at all. Last
year wo voted £1,050, and this year we
have only voted £650.
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Hon. J. Mitchell: The Government
only needed £469 last year, and this
year the Minister wanta £650.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: My
remarks made before tea stand. If
we cut down a charity wvote by
£5,000 T accept that as the vote of the
House, and I do not exceed it. These
incidentals are purely estimated, and to
run the country Ministers must vary
the Estimates at times. In regard to
this item, last year the operations of
the departinent were reduced to bedrock,
with the result that certain deferred
work had to be undertaken during the
year, such as travelling by the Chief
Inspector, and the upkeep and repairs
of boats and launches. This is the
reason for the incrcase of £181 this
year. There was work which should
have been carried out but which was
not carried out. This shows that in
framing these Estimates we have not
attempted to deceive the Committee
by indicating & lower expenditure than
we are likely to have to incur. We
tried to provide the full amounts that
we think are necessary.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I understand
that Mr. Aldrich will attend to the
expenditure of this Department. If
that is so, I am sure there will be no
extravagance. He is one of the officers
who was brought here under the term
of office of the previous Government,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Gaols, £26,077:

Item—Clerks (2), £302.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Has the
Minister instituted the inquiries he
promised to make in regard to the
prison in Kalgoorlie ? I am informed
that the prison is unsatisiactory and
an unhealthy place for prisoners to be
kept in

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: I
have started inquiries, but I have not
yet got B report.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
the inquiries ?

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD : One of
the officers of the depariment.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not the gaoler,
1 hope.

Who is making
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Hon. R. H. UXDERWOOD: No.
I have brought the matter under the
notice of the Cotonial Secretary, and the
Colanial Secretary promised to have
inquiries made.

Itern—Provisions, bedding and cloth-
ing, uniformas, fuel, water, machinery
and tools, material for manufacture,
general repairs and alterations, gaols
and quarters, £11,720.

Hon., J. MITCHELL : 1 notice there

is an increase here of £3,674. Will
the Minister explain ?
Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: This

increase is attributed solely to the
provision and supply of flour and bread
for the military camp at Rottnest. The
hread is baked on the island by the
prigoners, and sold at 23d. a loal, which
leaves a slight margin of profit. Since
the outbreak of the war, to the 30th
June last, £1,337 6s. 2d. was payable
by the Military Department for bread
supplied. The increased contract price
for bread, meat, and flour and other
lines of provisions, has also entailed an
additional outlay as compared with last
year, We have to provide for the
flour.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We have
had a good number of prisoners at
Rottnest since the outbreak of the war,
Is this responsible for the increase of
£3,674 7 The possible revenue to be
got from bread supplied to the Military
Department is £3,700, Presumably, the
£8,046 expended last year included &
considerable supply of bread to the
Military Department, for which the

Government received payment. Will the
Minister explain ?
Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD: The

increase 18 £3,674 and the revenue for
bread supplied to the Military Depart-
ment is £3,700. We estimate that we
wiil expend £3,67¢ more this year, and
that we shall get a revenue of £3,700,
Vote put and passed.
Vote—Harbour and Light, Jetties and
tramways, £20,892 :
Item—Light-keepers (7), £1,092.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Will the
Minister explain why there has been a
decrease on this item of £4,273 ?
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD: The
Federal Government have taken over
this work.

Item —Workere’ Compensation Act,
1912—Amount transferable to workers’
compensation fund, £175.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The item this
year shows an estimated expenditure
of £175, whereas last year the amount
was £75. Will the Minister explain ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : I think
the member for Northam can take it
for granted that in the framing of the
Estimates this ammount has not been put
in without some good eause. We have
to insure the men in case of accident.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:  There are
26 fewer people employed in the light.
houses and yet the vote is £100 more.

Item—ZExtra remuneration, £50.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will the Min-
ister explain the meaning of this itern ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: It is
quite possible that something may arise
requiring the expenditure of £50, some-
thing that may not have heen foreseen.
I am sure hon. members are really not
serious in their criticism. They do not
really expect me to know details of an
item like this.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We expect you
to have the information in your notes.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Tt
would be for extra lahour.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Minister
has not been able to tell us what this
item is for. Tt was voted last year but
it was not spent, therefore why put it
in again ¥ Itis not the amount but there
i8 a principle involved. 1 move an
amendment—

Thot the item be struck out.

Amendment negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Tunacy, £55,736:

Ttern—Male attendants, £12,766.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : There is an
increase of £1,746 in this itern. Will
the Minister make some explanation
about it ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: TUn-
fortunately there is a8 continual increase
in the number of patients in the Hospital
of the Insane and when that happens
every year it is the proper thing to
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anticipate & further increase in the
subsequent year. The staff has been
added to and the cost of provisions is.
considerably higher than it was last
year. Furthermore, there is & slight
ingrease owing to the various awards
and agreements which have been made
in connection with the attendants.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The ex-
planation of the Minister is not satis-
factory. What have the attendants
to do with awards of the court? 1
notice the increase in the number of
attendants is only four, the staff having
been increased from 121 to 125 and
the expenditure by the sam of £1,748.
Last year we voted £12,329 and we only
spent £11,020. Kither we had a large
influx of patients which is very regrettable
or there must be extravagance in gon.
nection with the number of attendanta.

Hon. BR. H. UNDERWOOD : There
are also increments in regard to the lower
paid members of the staff. During the
past year the institution worked short.
handed and this year we are providing
for the full number.

Item—Tailor at 138, per day, £205.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : This seems
to be a newly created office. What is
the tailor supposed to do ?

Hon., R. H. UNDERWOOD: He
mends clothes which were previously
sent out of the institution to be repaired.

Hon. J, 1. Connolly : They used te
make a lot of clothes there before,

Itern—Drivers, two at 10s, per day
(Sundeys included), £366.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : What ahout
these drivers ; why are their services
required ? '

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD : These
drivers were previously paid as attend-
ants. The amount paid is in accordance
with the Horse-drivers’ Union award.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Medical and public health,
£116,839 :

Item—Principal Medical Officer and
Commissioner of Publiec Health, £1,020.

Mr. HEITMANN : Does the Minister
anticipate making a permanent appoint-
ment in connection with this vacancy
immediately *



(19 Ocroper, 1915.]

Hon. R. H. TNDERWOOD: One
or two schemes have heen formulated
and they are to receive consideration.
One takes in the proposal suggested by
the hon. member that we should do away
with the present system of having
a district medical officer who accepts
private practice, and that he should
devote his full time to his office.  Another
proposition has been suggested that we
should divide the offices of Commissioner
of Public Health and Principal Medical
Officer, that is to say appoint one man
for each position. The suggestions, how-
ever, have not yet been fully considered
by Cabinet and until a decision has been
arrived at wc do not intend to fill the
vacancy.

Mr. HEITMANN : T am pleased to
know that the Honorary DMinister is
going into the question of re-organising
this department, but I do not think we
would be wise in creating two positions
a5 has been supgested. The Medical
department is not so much in need of
s medical man to organise and look
after the husiness side of the hospitals
as it is in want of a business man,
The great mistake is that we makes
treatment the first considerafion, and
these officers who are working on the
lines of prevention and educating the
public in sanitary matters are not
receiving the consideration given to a
man who is doing the work of restoring
health. When an appointment is made,
1 hope an expert in preventive medicine
rather than a medical mon will be
selected. In the public health branch
we have a fine set of officers. Dr.
Cumpston told me that Western Aus-
tralie stands in a very enviable position
as regards public heaith. On the return
of normal times, these public health
officers should receive better recognition,
When a hacteriologist and pathologist
receives & small salary of £352, there is
not much encouragement for men to
follow that line. We have lost this
officer, and 1 believe it is due to the
smallness of the salary., We pay officers,
whose responsibilities are comparatively
small, £500 and £600 a year, and we
should give greater recognition to the
work of these enthusiasts. They are
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accomplishing more than the best sur-
geons or the best medical advisers in
the Siate. The man who prevents
disease is of more importance than the
man who tries to patch it up.

Ttem—Inspectors, £2 at £252; 3 at

£228; 4 at £216; 5 at £204; 1 at
£168 ; £3,240.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Do these in-

spectors carry out the inspection of
factories ?

Hon. R. H. Underwood : Yea,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The Minister
should inquire into the cabinet-making
industry particularly, which is carried
on by Chinese. I am informed on good
authority that there are white men
employing Asiatics only. T know of one
case, of which I am fairly sure, and the
furniture produced does not bear the
stamp of Asiatic labour. It is an
imposition that & man employing Asiatics
should pass off his furniture as the pro-
duct of white labour. If these assertions
are correct, I hope the Minister will
have this individual put in his proper
place, so that those who employ white
labour will have an opportunity to
compete.

Ttern—Secretary and dispenser, £277,

Mr., GREEN: What is the reason
for the decreaze of £132 in this item *?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I pre-
sune there is another officer, and that
the amount is included under the Wooro-
loo sanatorium.

Ttemm—Sechocl of Hygiene, temporary
assistance, £150.

Mr. HETTMANN: T would like to
kmow if this work is being carried out
sympathetically. I am afraid it is
drifting, All we have done to date,
outside of dental matters, is to collect
statistics which are not achieving any
great object. In looking over the report,
it is surprising how many defeets have
been discovered amongst school children,
and it i3 more surprising that Parliarment
does not insist on following up the
inspection of school children by treat-
ment. There is a loose system of ex-
amining the children, and informing the
parents advising treatment, and with
the average parent there it ends. The
natural corollary of this work is treat-
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ment, and until we adopt this, the mere
examination of school children will
achieve no good results. Although this
might be regarded as & further instal-
ment of socialism, it is necessary. We
are sllowing children t0 grow up with
thess defects, which become more and
more pronounced, and when they have to
undergo a severe test such as thabt pro-
vided for enlistment, many are rejected.
In Tasmania which eight or nine years
ago started a crusade against disease,
the number of rejects has been the least
of any of the States.

Hon. R. H. Underwood : That might
be due to the fact that they have different
examining officers.

Mr. HEITMANN : Perhaps so, but
when they first opened their Public
Health Department they had an en-
thusiast who laid a good foundation
for the subsequent work. An educa.
tional work is being conducted in regard
to public health generally,.and is pro-
ducing very good results.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : T appre-
ciate the hon. member’s remarks, but
I must say that I will give them attention
next session. Although £150 is shown
for this work, I fear very little, if any,
of the work will be done during the
current year, We are very short of
doctors, and are in want of medical
men for still more important work than
this. I egree with the hon. member that
when the work is resumed it should be
done in & more uniform manner,

Item—(Wooroloo Sanatorium) Chief
Medical Officer, £672.

Mr. SMITH:  Will the Honorary
Minister enlighten me on the method of
conveying patients to and from the
Wooroloo Sanatorium and the railway
station ? At present, I understand, they
are taken in an open vehicle and this
course has been adopted even during
stormy weather in the cagse of some
patients in the last stages of consump-
tion. A motor ¢ar might well be pro-
vided.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : A horse
and buggy have been provided for the
pwrpose mentioned by the hon. member.
A request has been made, not only for
a motor car, but also for a motor am-
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bulance to convey patients from the
City to the Wooroloo Sanatorium. How-
ever, we have been told that we must
economise, and it must be borme in
mind that Government motor cars are
sometimes used for other purposes than
those described on the Estimates.
Patients in the last extremity should
not be sent to the Wooroloo Sanatorium
at all, but to some other institution.
The Wooroloo Sanatorium is intended
for patients with a chanee of being
cured. I think the hon. member for
North Perth had in his mind the case
of an old Coolgardie prospector who,
it has been stated, died as the result of
getting wet when leaving Wooroloo.
Dr. Mitchell has informed me of the
facts, which are that the old man left
of his own accord, that he was well
wrapped up in 8 rug of the doctor's
and had his own oil skin over that,
and that it was practically ‘impossible
for him to get wet on the trip. When
the finances are in a better condition
I shall be glad to provide a motor car.

Mr. HEITMANN: I am quite con-
vinced that everything possible would
be done in such a case by Dr. Mitchell
and his staff. When the patients were
transferred from Coolgardie some bung-
ling ocourred at this end, and the un-
fortunate people were forced to walk
2% miles in the drenching rain.

Hon. R. H. Underwood : Two mnotar
cars were sent up on that occasion.

Mr. HEITMANN: Yes, but some
of the patients were impatient and would
not wait for the cars. In Dr. Mitchell
the State is fortunate in possessing
an absolute enthusiast. No one not
entirely wrapped up in the work counld
become a specialist in this particular
disease and be content to work for £672
per annum. Of course, it has to be
admitted that the doctor gets a residence
and other privileges, which possibly would
bring up the amount of his remuneration
to about £900 per annmwm. A specialist
in chest diseasss, however, could easily
earn £2,000 a year. Somehow or other,
Parliament has decreed that medical
officers should be paid very small sal.
aries. It is unfortunate for Dr. Mitchell
that he should have such poor material
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for the purpose of showing what might
be done in the way of cure.

Mr. Smith: How do you mean poor
material ?
Mr. HETTMANN : We simply pro-

vide an instibution which unfortunate
men and women enter when, generally
speaking, they are cases so far gone
that there is no hope of recovery. A
proper organisation would be such that
the moment an individual suffers from
lung trouble he or she would he placed
in an institution. We should be able
to mark the progress of the oase, one
way or the other.

Mr. Smith: That would mean cowmpul-
sion.

Mr. HEITMANN: There is compul-
sion now by notification by medical men.
Moreover, there ought to be clinics for
patients who are fit to remain outside
the institution, At present we have no
erganisation whatever. 1 myself bave
sent scores of patients over the railways
of this State, and at one time I found it
most diffieult to obtain isolated carriages
for them or to induee people to recognise
the danger of infection. Time after time
I have seen patients travelling with the
ordinary public. Tn facl, on one oceasion
[ have seen the patienis in an ordinary
earriage, and SiX or seven passengers in
the carriage intended for tle patients.
One result of this wounld be that ihe
carriage used by the patients would not
be disinfected, whilst that used by the
healthy passengers would be disinfected.
Patients expectorate freely, and yet they
have to he faken into public places, such
as hotels and coffee palaces. If they dis-
close the disease from which they are
suffering, they vnn ihe risk of heing re-
fused lodging: and fhere should be some
home in the City where they could be
kept pending resumption of their journey
to Wooroloo. TUntil Parliament demands
that some thoroughly organised system
should be adopted Ministries, as they
eome and go, will not bring ahout the
necessary reforms, Even in times of
stress money should he supplied for this
purpose,
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Hon. R. H. Underwood: \Where are you
going to get the wuney? It is easy
enotigh to vote it

Mr. HEITMANN : The educational
vote has increased by £122,000 in five
years, and there is no more justification
for increased expenditure on edueation
than for increased expenditure on publie
health,

Hon. R, H. Underwood: We have in-
creased this item also.

Mr. HEITMANN: Yes; but it bas not,
in my opinion, been inereased sufficiently
by a long way. Expenditure will be well
repaid if we can retard the progress of
the disease,

Ttem — Perth
£3,000.

Mr. FOLEY: Last year this item was
increased from £2,500 to £3,000. I was
ted to believe that the extra £500 was
voted on the distinet understanding that
a specialist in children’s diseases would
be appointed by the managing committee
of the Perth Children’s Hospital. Up to
the present I have not heard of any
specialist being appointed. If they are
not going to get a specialist there will be
no need for the £500. Can the Minister
tell us if any move is being made in the
direetion of appointing & specialist? The
hospital committee are bickering among
themselves, and T doubt very much if
they intend to get the specialist,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
quite true that this increase was granted
last year on the understanding that a
specialist would he appointed. The
chairman of the hospital committee, Mr.
Lovekin, interviewed me on several ocea-
sions in regard to an increase in the
grant, and at last T promised £500 on
the understanding that they would ap-
point a specialist. From what I see in
the Press the present hospital ecommittee
desire to get away from the understand-
ing arrived at. If the Honorary Minis-
ter, who 5 now on the ecommittee, cannot
persuade that committee to abide by their
andertaking, T intend to do my nutmost
to prevent this £300 being paid to the
hospital. A specialist in children’s dis-
eases is necessary in that hospital. Very

Children’s  Hospital,
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good work was done there during Dr.
Pearson’s regime. His services were
largely sought after. A distinet under-
standing was given that the specialist
would be appointed when the £500 in-
cregse was given, and if the committee
do not earry out their undertaking 1 will
endeavour to prevent the £500 being paid.

Hon. R. I, UNDERWOQOQD: I agrec
with the Minister for Works thal ihis
additional sum, having been granled for
a specific purpose, should nol be paid
if the expert is not appointed. I cannot
say exactly what the objections are to
bis appeintment, but I will probably
know a little more about it after I have
atfended a couple of meetings.

Ttem—Incidental, including travelling,
postage, stationery, mosquite eradication,
and not otherwise provided tor, £3,300.

Mr. SMITH: No doubt mosquito
eradication is very desirable, but 1 shall
be glad if the Minister would tell us
something abont the methods to be ad-
opted,

Hon, R, H. UNDERWOQQD: The sys-
tem of mosquite eradication is somewhat
experimental, and I cannot say definitely
what the methods will be. Personally I
think the use of kerosene on water is a
waste of good kerosene, because the mos-
quites aure not in the water but on the
land, The amount spent on mosquito
eradication last year was £21 1s. 1d.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Police, £129,720:

Item—TInspectors, £1,725,

Mr. TAYLOR : Last year we made pro-
vision on the Estimates for inspectors to
be advanced in rotation. I find that
although some of the inspectors have been
moved up to higher positions, the sub-
inspectors have not been thus advanta-
aged. TPerhaps the Minister can give us
some veasons for the differentiation.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWQOD: The in-
spectors have not been put up, for the
same reason as has prevented other Gov-
ernment employees being put up. We
decided long ago that we would not in-
crense salaries except under special cir-
cumstanees. That is why the inspectors
have not heen put up.
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Mre. TAYLOR: Bnt the inspectors have
been put up. Il is the sub-inspectors
who have not been advanced. 1 could
understand the withholding of ihe higher
paid positions, but to put up the inspee-
tor and refuse to advance the sub-ingpec-
tor is searcely economy, .

Mr. HEITMANN; T would draw at-
tention to the exiraordinary relationship

which apparently exists between the
Police Department and the Sunday
Times, The department should be run

enlirely apart from any influence other
than that of the Government. Some 12
or 18 months ago Warden Troy at Kal-
goorlie animadverted on the action of a
detective 1n bringing inte court child
wilnesses two or three years of age, in a
case in which the life of the defendant
wag at stnke, On the following Sunday
the Sunduy Sun published a strong ar-
ticle dealing with the case and reflecting
on the qualifications of the warden. It
was very clear that the information se-
cured by the paper must have been sup-
plied by a member of the foree. In one
ease a police constable on the Murchison
was sent a eutting from the Sunday
Times containing an aponymous letter,
and was asked to explain the statements
contained in it. Ts that fair {reatment?

Mr., Smith: What happened to the
constable?

Mr. HEITMANN: The same as has
happened to many others—seni out of
the department, possibly through the in-
strumentality of the Sunday Times,

Mr. Smith: There must have been good
reason for it.

Mr. HEITMANN: No public officer
should be ealled upon to reply to an
anonymons letter in the newspaper. If
the Sunday Times ecan send such letiers
to the department and get an inspector to
forward them to the officer, that paper
has more influence than it should have.
This department should be free from any
such influence. The officer in question
said he should not be called upon to reply
to an anonymeous letter. Later on he took
exception to the Commissioner’s aection,
and the Commissioner said that in future
he would not protect this officer, but
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would allow the letters to go in without
comment or inquiry ¢o his part, The re-
sult was that the paper published the
reason why this officer was transferred
iwa months before he himself knew it, Is
that fair? Can the heads of the depari-
meat expect confidence from the men
when thev themselves have not eonfidence
in the men?

Mr. Smith: Did the officer appeal?

Mr. HEITMANY: | am not concerned
with that. The fact that be eould not get
the information for two months indicates
a condition of affairs which is wrong,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The general ex-
penses of the Police Department, apart
from the trimmings, such as motor cars
used for other than official purposes,
might well be passed. T wish to draw at-
tention to the order issued at the Com-
missioner’s instigation, as diselosed by
the papers laid on the Table, which indi-

cated that the Comnmissioner and inspee-.

tor exceeded their duty, and, to try to
sheet home their indictmeni, adopted
methods which would be no eredit to any
department.  According to the papers,
Inspector Drewry was instroeted by the
Commissioner to issne an order that the
police were drinking in hotels in Perth
until their conduct had become a positive
seandal. We have to look at the papers
to find how the ordinary ranker in the
police force is likely to fare if he gets
up against anthority. The Commissioner
went out of his way to justify his action
by mentioning an incident which oecurred
in New Zealand vears ago. He had not
the pluck or courage to record a charge
against one man, bui put on record that
a constable going into an hotel, asked
that drinks he put down to the Commis-
stoner of Police or to the sergeant. That
might have happened. The man alleged
io have made that statement has gone to
his final rest in Gallipoli, The Commis-
sioner, in firying to bolster up a very
weak case, pleaded suceessfully with the
Colonial Seeretary to support his aetion.
He pointed out that it was commonly
rumoured amongst the police that one
partienlar constable had the backing of
the T.abour partv behind him, and he said
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that without discipline the police and the
Labour party could not succeed.

The CHATRMAN: The hon, member
cannot deal with the Commissioner; he
wust gpeak on the item of inspectors.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The Commis-
sioner's order was objecled to by 40 or
50 econstables. They sigmed their protest
and asked for a copy of the order ob-
jected to, but were paraded before the
inspector and asked to decide whether
they would stand by their written pro-
test. Only three of tlie number were pre-
pared to stand by their protest.

Hon. J. Mitebell: Probably they did
nol know what they had signed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That information
was given by other officers in the Police
Department. It was given by detectives.
The Commissioner of Police knew who
the guilty parties were. I think not more
than one man was guilty, and that man
need not be discussed now.

Mr, Taylor: Do you think the deteec-
tives knew that?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I will not say
there were not two or three men, but the
Commissioner knew who the men were,
and should have dealt with them. The
Commissioner:

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must deal with the inspectors and not
with the Commissioner.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The inspector was
not prepared to divulge the name of the
person who gave the information, but ac-
cording to the remarks of the inspector
contained in the papers, two constables
in uniform were seen leaving an hotel on
Sunday. The inspector knew who they
were, and yet no action was taken by the
department. Yet because one man or-
ganised that protest, he was penalised by
having an adverse statement put on his
personal fle. This department appears
to be run on extraordinary lines. When-
ever a superior officer, particnlarly the
head of a department, has a complaint
to make, bhe seems to confer with the
Minister before expressing an opinion,
and if the Minister 1s favourable that
opinion stands and is irrevocable. When
an inspector teceives complaints and has
a knowledge of the guilty parties, he
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should punish them. The inspeector had
a knowledge of the guilty parties in this
conneetion, but instead of punishing
them he branded the whole force in the
eity as a lot of drunkards. He refused
to give the name of the guilty party, and
put up the plea that otherwise he would
be breaking faith with a respectable eiti-
zen. If any such citizen claims to be re-
spectable, he should not aliow a body of
men to be penalised owing to the faults
of one or two who were known to the
authorities, On those papers also it is
stated that the police of Western Aus-
tralia enjoy more privileges and free-
dom, and are hetter paid than any foree
in the British Empire, I think that is
not correct.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not make a speech dealing with the
whole of the Police Department. He
must speak on the item of inspectors.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: I will deal with
those itemg as we come to tHem. In re-
gard to the inflaence exercised by the
Sunday Times, it is an extraordinary
fact that the Sundey Times seems to get
information in preferenee to any other
paper in the State.  Perhaps that is
shrewd journalism.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
traced to the inspeectors?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Tf an officer exceeds
his duty the inspectors are responsible.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Have the inspee-
tors given the information to the Sunday
Times?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I want to know
who was responsible for & man on eycle
duty one Sunday morning takRing a copy
of the paper to the Commissioner’s pri-
vale house.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
i1s reverting to the Commissioner.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: In connection with
the inspectors, T asked for partienlars in
regard to the drinking in hotels and the
charge levelled against the palice foree,
and was told less than a week ago that
the information conld not be obtained, as
several files would have to he looked up.
There must be ahsclute chaos mn the
Police Department if the few questions
T ask cannot he answered. In regard to

Has that been
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the general allegation of drunkenness
against members of the police foree, I
would say that less than & month ago,
one constable was brought in off the street
drunk and paraded beforve the inspector,
who sent him home to his private house.
On the next day he came back and went
on duty, and was once more brought in
off the street in a state of drunkenness
and sent to his home. That is all the
punishmen{ that was meted out to this
officer. The Minister should not make
fish of one man and flesh of another.
During the last three weeeks I have heard
of inspectors who have been unable to
get on their trams to go home at night.
These have been inspectors located in the
city of Perth. I suppose they were com-
ing from their elubs after going off duty.
If an inspector of police is going to pen-
alise members of the force who are below
him for couduet unbecoming in a police-
man, he should eonduet himself properly,

-even if he is off duty.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hon. member
seems to be endeavouring to prove a
general charge of drunkenness against
the poliee.

Mr, YLOGHLEN: T am proving a
charge against eertain individuals. When
an inspeetor knows that a constable has
been brought off the streets twice for
drunkenness he should certainly recog-
nise that it is part of his duty to deal
with that constable, and shounld not issne
a meneral slander against the whole of
the police force and say that all members
of it are drunkards. He knows who the
guilty people are, and that being so, he
should deal with them in partiealar. T
object to a general reflection on the whole
force and to the real delinquents being
allowed to go free. I am not prepared
to say any more on this point unfil we
ecome to the items. I missed my oppor-
tunity on the general discussion.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD: I have
no intention whatever of replying to the
charges made by the member for Forrest.
T am convinced that they are absolutely
unfounded. and of too extravagant a
nature to he taken serionsly.

Mr. GEORGE: The Honorary Minis-
ter does not seem to realise the serions-
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ness of the acensation. The member for
Forrest, with considerable force, has
made eharges agaivst inspectors and con-
stables of the police foree and inferen-
tially against the Commissioner of Police.
As a ratepayer myself, I do not feel at
all easy when I hear that the guardians
of the peace are, on the showing of the
hon. member, conducting themselves in
this manner. The hon. member abso-
lutely justified the eireular which was
issued in connection with members of the
police force drinking in hotels. Jt seems
to me that the Committee would be fail-
ing in its duty if 1 did not {ake the mat-
ter up. We have also had eomplaints in
regard to the Sunday Times geiting in-
formation from the Police Depariment.
which other newspapers do not get.

The Premier: Who made complaints
against the Sunday Times?

Mr. GEORGE: The member for Ger-
aldton.

Mr. Heitmann: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. GEQRGE: The hon. member made
complaints against the police for allow-
ing the Sunday Times to have so much
brain and business acumen as to get in-
formation before the constables them-
selves could get it. That, at all events,
is a complaint against the paper for be-
ing too enterprising.

Item—Clothing, forage, shoeing and
saddlery, travelling and transport, up-
keep of motor-car, £16,410.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I would like to
hear from the Honorary Minister the
reason for the increase in this item of
£1196. There is too much extravagance
in this department, particularly with re-
gard to the use of the motor-car. It has
hecome a habit for departmental officers
fo utilise Government motor-ears on
every possible oceasion. I have been in-
formed on good authority that the Com-
missioner of Police utilised this car to
make a trip to his farm at Ongerap, and
also that be utilised it on the oecasion of
his son’s marriage. I am not quite cer-
tain as to the latter complaint. As a
protest against expenditure of the State’s
money in his fashion, I move an amend-
ment—
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That the item be reduced by £196.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I ftrust
that the amendment will not be carried.
There has been some development in this
country, and as we open it ap it 1S neces-
sary to establish police stations in vari-
ons parts of the State.  For instance,
along the Goomalling and Mullewa rail-
way lines we will have to establish three
or four new stations. In the wheat belt
we shall also have to form branch sta-
tions. The motor-car is only a ecircum-
stance in the increased expenditure which
is thus brought abont. The Premier
points out that although the vote may
sbow an increase over last year, there
may really be a reduction through the
use of the motor-car, becanse previously
constables were obliged to travel by
train. Without a motor-car the Police De-
partment would be in an absurd position.
Men engaged in this class of work must
have a motor-car. It is bringing things
down to a low strata when members
bring charges against a responsible offi-
cer to the effect that he is using a Gov-
ernment ear to visit his farm and in con-
nection with his son’s wedding. There is
no doubt that this car has been of great
service in the Police Department, and
has enabled officers to do a great amount
of work which they could nof otherwise
have done. T am certain that members
would not desire to prevent the Police
Department from having the use of the
car. I do not think it is adivsable to
make the redunction asked for. As 1
pointed out, there will be extra cost in
the police force and particularly in the
incidental item. The motor-car is abso-
Intely necessary for the police force, and
it receives as good usage as any other
motor-car in the Government service.

Mr. GEORGE: T do not think it should
go ont that this Comrittee would sane-
tion the use of 'a (Government molor-ear
by an individual, who had the right to
use it offieially, for his private business,
though, of course, in a case of emergency
no one would grumble.

Amendment put and negatived,

Ttem—-Exira remuneration, £100.

Mr. GEORGE: What is the egplana-
tion of this item?



1744

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The ex-
planation is that it might be wanted.

Mr. George: Wanted for what?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: For ex-
tra remuneration.

Mr. GEORGE: This is making a bur-
lesque of the Estimates. The item may
be all right, but more explanation should
be given. In all my experience of Par-
liament I have never seen so bald an
item.

The Minister for Mines: It is for offi-
cers filling higher positions.

Mr. GEORGE: It cannot be for that
at all,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : The note
1 have referring to this item is that the
item is the same as last year and that
frequently calls are made on the item
from entirely unexpected sources.

Mr. GEORGE: I move an amend-
ment—

That the item be struck out.
The memorandum read by the Honorary
Minister is impertinent, and I object to
it very strongly. The money of the peo-
ple should not be tricked with in this
way.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOODN: We have
had a tremendous lot of discussion to-
night on tiny, miserable things. This
item for exira remuneration has appeared
again and again on the Lstimates, It
may be for some extra duty done by offi-
cers, or in respect of officers relieving
others. No Minister has ever explained
what the item is for when it has not

occurred. It simply represents a possi-
hility,

Mr, George: It did not appear last
year,

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: Then a
mistake was made last year.

Mr. George: It is a new item, and some
furtber explanation should be given.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: T hope
members will not strike the item out. By
the same token, I do not eare muech if
they do.

Mr. GEORGE: Are we to play the
fool in this Chamber, and act the giddy
goat ?
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The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon.
inember should not make a remark like
that, which is a reflection on the Com-
miftee.

Mr., GEQRGE: T withdraw, Sir. The
item bas nol appeared year afier year,
as stated by the Honorary Minister. If
we do nol question it now, we do not
know what it may grow to in years to
come. The only explanation which has
been offered is a memorandum which is
impertinent and impudent.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: 1n connection
with this item way I ask what “Seareh
for ‘Wanderer II.'" means?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD : The
“Wanderer IL” was a lugger lost in the
North-West. I think the Dwyer hrothers
were lost 1o her.

Mr. CARPENTER: [ observe that the
item “Lavnch for Fremantle” has not
been repeated. Do the Government not
propose to supply the port of Fremantle
with a police launch? Nothing has yet
been done. There will he great dis-
appointment at Fremantle if it is found
that the Government have abandoned the
proposal altogether. Every good port
has a police launch, and we want one at
Fremantle.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOQD: The pro-
posal has not been entirely abandoned,
but owing to financial stringency has
been postponed. TFremantle has been an
important port for 25 years and bas got
on without a police launch so far, and
therefore should he alle to get through
this year without one.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : When the
““Waratah” was there she was never used.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWCQOD : When
we have the money tc spare, a launch
will bhe supplied.

Vote put and passed.

This ecompleted the Estimates of the
Colenial Secretary’s Departmenl.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Progress reported,
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LOAN ESTIMATES, 1915-16.
- Message.
Meseage from {he Governmor received
and read recommending appropriation
for the Loan Estimates, 1915-16.

In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved into Committee of
Supply for the purpose of considering
the Loan Estimates, Mr. Holman in the
Chair.

Vole—Departmental, E70,967:

The PREMIER AND TREASURER
{(Hon, J. Scaddan—Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[10.32]): In introducing the Loan Esti-
males it is usual to make some reference
ic the public debt and the Joan transac-
tions of the previous year. 1 will, there-
fore, deal with these sections in as com-
prehensive a manner as possible. Upon
the outbreak of the war the London
market beeame practically closed to the
State, but fortunately, as a result of my
visit to the Kastern States, I was able to
arrange with the Commonwealh Govern-
ment for a loan of £3,100,000, to he paid
in monthly instalments commeneing in
December last. For the time being we
are paying 41 per cent. interest on these
advanees, which are covered by two years
Treasury bills. Hon. members will notice
that 4% per cenl. is higher than the
amount which we are permiited to pay
under the Inscribed Stock Act. I intend
shortly to introduce a Bill which will en-
able ns to increase the interest payable
to 5 per cent. 1 may explain tbat the
interest is to be adjusted in accordance
with the terms under which the Common-
wealth (Government are ultimately able
1o raise the money in London. TUp to the
30th June last £1,808,331 was paid to
the Siate on account of this loan, portion
of the money being paid in London in
accordance with our requirements and
thns saving exchange on remittances, In
eddition to the Commonwealth loan we
issued local Treasury bills for £339,750,
also £316,215 in continuation of the cur-
rent izsue of local 4 per cent. stock at £97,
also £154,000 of 4% per cent. Treasury
bills in London. From the sources T have
thus enumerated we received last year
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£2,610,425, whieh, with a balance of
£1,180,524 carried over from the previous
year, provided the sum of £3,799,940 for
credit of the General Loan Fund. The
expendilure was £2,521,648, leaving a
balance t¢ the eredit of the Loan Account
at the end of the year of £1,378,341.
This is aecounted for in the deficit in
stores, and in cash.

Hon. J. Mitehell;: How much ecash?

The PREMIER: It is shown in the
“Public Accounts’” now before members.

Hon, J. Mitehell: Up to June?

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
find all the particulars in the schedules
which are attached to the Loan Estimates,
Qur loan operativns for lpst year were to
an extent restricied, compared with the
previous and recent years; at the same
time we expended £2,521,608 upon Loan
Account, also £18165 from the Loan
Suspense Account, which on the whole
was £380,417 less than the expenditure
for 1913-14 and £332,190 less than was
authorised in the Loan Estimates. The
expenditure for last year included
£602,475 for assistanee to seltlers and
industries, £271,611 Agricultural Bank
advance, £21,962 for water supplies in
agricultural distriets, £70,450 in connec-
fion with State smeliing and advances on
copper ore at Ravensthorpe, £55,000 for
the establishment of Plant and Stock
Suspense Aceount, £37,500 on workers'
homes, and £68,081 on metropolitan
waterworks, thms leaving a Dalance
of £1,334,529 expended on public works,
ate. I have had a return prepared for
the information of hon. members showing
the expenditure in detail last year and
also for the first three months of the cur-
rent year, That is attached to the state-
ment which has been supplied to hon.
members. [ may now be permitted briefly
to refer to the statement so freguently
made, partiecnlarly by the leader of the
Opposition, that we have indulged in ex-
travagant expenditure of T.can Funds.
T would like to make a ecomparison be-
tween our Loan expenditure in the year
1914-15 and that of the Liberal Govern-
ment, whose head was the present leader
of the Opposition. Tn 1910-11 the loan
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expenditure of the then Government
amounted te £1,500,000, and 1914-15 to
£2,500,000. Of this amount £602,110 re-
presented cash found for assistance to set-
tlers, £271,611 was cash found for the
Agricultural Bank and £21,962 was cash
found for water supplies in agrieuliural
dislriets, making a total under those three
beads of £895683, largely for the pur-
pose of keeping the settlers on their hold-
ings.

Han. J. Mitchell: For water supplies?

The PREMIER: | am speaking of ex-
penditure in addition to that which was
necessary in 1910-11. Then we have to
add to that £68,081 expended in connec-
tion with the metropolitan waterworks,
£60,000 spent in connection with the
State smelters and advaneces on copper
ore, £97,500 for the provision of workers’
homes, and £55,000 for the purchase of
plant, stoek, ete,, that merely heing a
book-keeping entry in order to put the
amount in proper legal form in accord-
ance with the instrueiions of the Auditor
General. The amount had to be found
from loan for the purpose of making
that adjustment. Those items total
£28,581, or adding the two we get a
grand total of £1,176,264, represented
in our lotal loan expenditure of
£2,521,608 last - year. Deducting those
items on which we spent money
which was not necessary in 1910-
11, we find that our expenditure in 1914-
15 was £176,000 less than that of 1910-
11. What I want hon. members to un-
derstand from my statement is that that
money which has been found and spent
from Loan Funds was previously in a
large measure provided for under special
Acts, but brought under the Loan Act in
order to simplify the method of book-
keeping. Bad seasons and war forced us
to provide the total which 1 have given,
namely £895,683, to assist settlers, praeti-
cally in round numbers 2 million pouands.

Hon. J. Mitchell: A long way off a
million.
The PREMIER : The reason why T

mention this is that, secondly, the other
amounts mentioned were previously

[ASSEMBLY.)

financed under special Acts and not from
General Loan Fund. Now they are. The
Agrieultural Bank was previously financed
by debeptures issued from the Savings
Bank, but we have altered that and now
the Savings Bank take up our insecribed
stock and we then find the mouney, if
there is any available in the Savings
Bank, for the purpose of the Agrieultural
Bank, and it becomes a part of our
national debt, as it should be. Previonsly
that was not the ease. Thirdly, the State
smelters’ advances and workers' homes
are new and represented by assets which
are being paid off as sales are effected
and by instalments received respeectively.
So that by comparison our expenditure
last year on public works, excluding
those I have mentioned, as against that
of 191, shows that we have brought
about a rednction of loan expenditure on
public works amounting to £175,000.
What I want to impress on hon. mem-
hers is that the conditions over which we
had no control, namely, drought and
war, compelled us to find this additional
money to spend in new avenues, which
the previous Government were not called
upon to find, and in making comparisons
of loan expenditure, I say it is only fair
to us and to the country to remark that
the exzpenditure under these conditions
over which we had no eontrol, has not
increased. However, I do not wish to
pursue that any further. Our estimated
loan expenditure this year as set out in
the Tstimates before hon. members,
amounts to  £2,103,881, as against
£2,521,608 actually expended last year,
showing an estimated decrease of
£417,727 against the actual expenditure,
not the estimated expenditure, of lasi
vear. Hon. members will nolice, as
usual, that the Loan Eslimates are set
out under departmental heads. The first
is termed departmental. Tt is really ex-
penditure on salaries and other expenses
incidental fo loan operations. This shows
an amount of £70,967 as against £81,780
expended last year, or a decrease of
£10,313. But even this cannot be accepted
as final or correct, but is hased on the
estimated expenditure. If the expendi-
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ture is less than anticipated this’ iiem
will be redueed aceordingly. Tt s
arrived at by an apportionment of the
departisental salaries and expenses be-
iween the loan and revenue expenditure.
Un our Revenue Estimates certain pro-
vision is made for recoups on loans, be-
cause all the salaries are voted on Revenue
Fstimates, and according to the amount
of work perforired on revenue or on loan
expenditure the apportionment is made.
Railways and tramways show a provision
of £685,975, as against an expenditure
last year of £G65,985, or an estimated
increase of £19,990. The increase is
largely due to the eleciric power station,
requiring £33,892, that heing a lia-
bility for material ordered last year.
acconnts tor which will be rendered this
year, and for the completion of the works
which we anticipated, when we submitted
the Estimates last year, would have been
completed and paid for last financial
year. Hon. members will notice that
there was an under-draft on that vote
last year of considerably more than the
increase shown this year. Also tramways
show an increase of £G6,000. That is due
to extensions and to the relayving of ihe
tramline in Murray-street, found neces-
sary on accouni of the condition of the
road in Hay-street and the congestion of

traflic in that thoroushfare. Tt is ) ro-
posed to extend the Crawley tram fn

Wedlands.  This will facilitale traffic and
wil also be a good paxing proposition.
It is alco intended to duplicate the line
in Oxford-street. Tirs is not =0 virveni,
excepl that the city council are anxious
to remake that read, and from {he point
of view of the taxpaver and ratepaver
it will he economieal if the duplication i=
made at the same ftme as the eouneil are
remaking the road. Harbours and rivers
reprecent £157 B83, as awainst £155.608
last vear. the prineipal jiems of exrendi-
ture heing Albanv. Beonhury, Geraliton,
and Fremanile harbonr works, There
are fwa new itlems nnder this heading,
namelv, Esperance and Wyndham Jet-
ties, the tormer heing an amount of
£2.000 and the latter £15000, The 2 000
is required for the commencement of the

162]
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work. but itz completion, of course, will
cost considerably more.

My, Taylor: Have you an idea of the
estimate?

The PREMIER: No. The Minister in
charge will he able to give that informa-
tion to the Commiliee when we reach the
item.  Under Water Supply and Sewer-
age, the estimated expenditure for the
year 1s £337,120 as against an aectual ex-
penditure last vear of £236,102, being an
increase of £101,108, That appears to
be a very large inecrease, but T may ex-
plain that the principal item responsible
is “Waler Supply for towns generally.”
Hon. members will there nolice an item
of £01,580, as against an expenditure of
£14.532 tor last vear. OFf the inecrease
£537,000 is due to the Water Supply De-
partment undertaking the provision of
waler supply for towns and railway pur-
poses combined. Previously the one de-
partment was providing water for town
purposes, while ithe Railways were sop-
plying water for their own purposes.
There was at times a duplication, in-
volving unnecessary expenditure. Now
the {wo departments have been brought
together for the purpose of water supply,
and so the supplies for towns and rail-
wave eame under the one vole.

Mr. Taylor: The Water Supply
Department were supplying the rail-
ways,

The PREMTER: That is so. The
whole of the sapply was provided for
all purposes. We have also provided
£14.000 for the progress of the Collic
water supply, £11,000 for the Ceraldton
No. 2 scheme, and £6.000 for water
supply at Moora, To complete the
supplies for town and railway purposes
which will commence under this vote,
it is estimated that £127.000 wili he
required ;  but it is anticipated that
we will have spent only £81.000 by the
end of the finuncinl vear. That wil)
inclode water supplies at  Brookton,
Bolgart, Dumbleyung, Katanning. Narro-
gin, Bridgetown, Kojom:p, Tambellup,
and other centres.  The other principal
increase under the heading of - Water
Supphy anid Sewerage " is ©* Water supply
in avrieultural districts,” inciuding drain-
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age and irrigation, £72,400 being pro-
vided on that item, as against £21,961
expended last year. But of that in-
crease £45,500 is necessary to complete
the Harvey irrigation scheme No. 1,
and £4,000 for drainage on the re-
purchased estate at Harvey, being £49,500
in that direction alone. I hope the
members for Bunbury and Murray-
Wellington have noted those figures.

Mr. Thomas : The item for Harvey
is the only one 1 can discover for the
South-West.

The PREMIER: That representS
about £50,000. Ii we undertake one
thing at a time and do it well. it is
preferable to doing patch work all
over the place and getting no results,
From this expenditure at Harvey, we
expect to establish a large and pros-
perous irrigation settlement and. when
that has heen completed, we shall be
able to continue our operations in the
South-West. A sum of £3,060 is pro-
vided “for the construction of tanks in
the agricultural areas of the Norseman-
Esperance district. Under the heading
of development of goldfields and wineral
resources £84.451 is provided. heing a
decrease of £11.203 on last year's ex-
penditure, OI the amount of the vote
£60,000 is in connection with advances
on ore and working expenses in con-
nection with the State amelter at Ravens-
thorpe.  Development of agriculture
accounts for over half a million of the
total estimated expendituwre. This is
about £4,000 less than was actually
expended last year, the expenditure
last year having heen £954,223. Tt is
anticipated thut approximately £400,000
of the amount advanced to settlers
tast year will be repeid this year and
seiilers,  which

again advanced to
will mean that the actusl expendi-
ture—although not representing all

new cash—will be approximately the
same as wes advanced last year, For
roads and bridges £59,000 is provided
as againsgt £109,039 last year, a decrease
oi £50,000. However, there is one
increase under this heading namely,
for new roads in country and goldfields
districts, principally for feeders to rail-
ways., Last year we expended for this
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purpose £4.715, and this year it is
estimated that we will require an ex-
penditure of £10,000 to provide essential
feeders to enable settlers to get their
crops to the railways, chicfly to those
lines which were opened and handed over
to the Working Railways last year,

Mr. Taylor: That will be for this
harvest,

The PREMIER : We are doing our
best to complete them for this harvest.
Under the final heading, other under-
takings, there is provision for £168,044
being a decrease of £55,173. Of this
estimated expenditure, no less than
£140,000 is represented in the purchase
by bonds of the new Diesel ship which
means that the actual cagsh which will
have to be found for that purpose will
be Jess the £140,000 heing provided
for by bonds. No provision has been
made for the phantom ship mentioned
by the Daily News. The expenditure
from general loan funds for the first
three months of the financial year to the
30th September last was about £385,000.
At that date, after deducting this swn,
the c¢ash available was £388,376. In
other words, to the end of September
we had expended £3835,000 and still had
cash to the amount of £388,576 avail-
able. Teo this swnm must he added
the balance of the Commonweslth loan
of £516,666 which is payable this month
and next month, making a total amount
of cash available of £905,242. Taking
into account the amount due from the
Commonwealth this month and next
month, we have this amount of £005,242
actually available today. From this
sum must be deducted Treasury Bills
maturing before the 30th June next
amounting to £311,500, leaving a hal-
ance of ahout £594,000 to meet loan
expenditure for the remaining nine
months of the financinl year. I expect
that & fair proportion of these Treasury
Bills will be renewed, although at pre.
sent I think that some of those held by
the Commonwealth will have to be met.
These Treasury Bills were issued at the
oatbreak of the war in accordance with
the arrangement with the then Federal
Tresgurer that the State should receive
g0 many notes for the gold it put up.
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Bills were issued for 12 months to cover
the notes and the Federal Treasurer
is now demanding the repayment of
thuse Bills. I hope he will not insiat
upon the repayment, but if he does,
the amount will have to he deducted
from the amount dne by the Common-
wealth to the State this manth and
next month. Yowever, T have stated
the position ss it will be if T have to
meet all the Treasury Bills falling due
and if none are renewed. As I have
said, we will have £594,000 to meet loan
expenditure for the remaining nine
months of the financial year. It is
expected that about £100,000 will be
made available through the Agricultural
Bank by the repayment of advances ;
£50,000 for the sale of c¢opper in con.
nection with the Rawvensthorpe oper-
ations, and £145,000 by a special sale
of inseribed stock in connection with
the purchase of the “ Kangaroo,” making
a total of about £890,000 to meet the
estimated expenditure on loan account
of £1,718,88]1 for the remaining nine
months of the financial year, or an
actual shortage of cash of about £830,000
if we expend according to our Estimates,
I regret that I am unable to state at
the present time how this money will be
raised. A committee representing the
States was appointed at the Premiers’
conference, and this committee is ne-
gotiating with the Federal Government
and the Home suthorities with a view
to raising sufficient funds to meet the
requirements of the States, but up to
the present finality has not been reached.
The requirements of the States are now
under consideration by the lmperial
Government. Should the Federal Cov-
ernment or the Imperial Covernment
not be in a position to come to the
assiatance of the State, a stoppage of
the works will without doubt resuli.
I am endeavouring to raise money
locally by the issue of Treasury Bills
which are now on the market at 43 per
cent. for two years with the right of
renewal on the a1t of the Government
for a further period of two yea:s.

Alr. Jemis Gardiner: Can you ut the
present jrcture issue them at 44 per
cent. ¥
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The PREMIER: We can issue
Treasury Bills up to § per cent, bub
we cannot issue stock although T have
& Bill before the House to enable me to
issue stock at 3 per cent. I would like
to pive members more detailed infor-
mation in connection with our nego-
tiations with the Federal CGovernment,
but 1 think it would be unwise while
the negotiations are pending to say
more than that it was felt by the States
that during the war there should be
only one borrower for the Commonwealth
and the States on the markets of Aus.
tralia and London. We thought the
one horrower should rather be the
Commonwealth than any of the States
acting - singly or together and, for this
purpose, we were desirous of meeting
the Federal Treasurer and trying to
arrange with him to raise the moneys
on behali of the States as was done in
connection with the loan oi £3,100,000
we obtained last year. Unfortunately,
the Federa! Treasurer proposed con-
ditions which were not acceptable to
the States and, unless he is prepared to
waive some of those conditions, T am
afraid we shall not be able to raise the
money or come to an arrangement to
allow only one borrower to appear on
the market.

Mr. James Cardiner: Could not you
arrange that with the other States ?

The PREMIER : In thiz connection
Western Australia and Queensland nre
affected more than the other States for
reasons which are obhvious to all hon.
members.  Victoria and New South
Wales and perhaps South Australia,
though not to the samme extent but more
so than Queensland or Western Aus-
tralia, have passed through the stage
we in Western Australia are now passing
through. We have about one-third of
the Cormnmonwenlth to develop—a very
large area with a very small population,
and the population will not increase and
the desired development cannot take
piace unless there is an expenditure
of capital in the direction of extending
the ruilway stysem and making pro-
vitiion for the extenzion of harbours 1o
cve facilities for our products to he
rlkecd on the markets of the world as
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economically as possible. Unless money

is aveilable for such works as these,
things mnust remain at they ore and
in view of this faet I eontend that loan
expenditure in Western Australia must
considerably exceed per head of the
population that of any other State
of the Commonwealth, if Western Aus-
tralia is going to make that progress which
we all anticipate and hope for. Victoria
has already passed through this stage.
The Under lreasurer of Victoria in-
formed me when 1 was in Melhourne
lagt time that his State was passing
through a stage similar to that which
Western Australia was passing through.
He stated that the loan expenditure
was heavy, and, moreover, that in the
extension of their railway system into
out-lying districts for the purpose of
encouraging development the railways
were actually being operated at the loss
of £1,000 a day for every day in the
year. Under these circumstances I think
we can congratulate ourselves that our
own railway system, at least, is not
being run at & very great loss, and that
in normal seasons it is showing us o
handsome profit, notwithstanding the
fact that we are pushing forward our
railways into districts which are but
sparsely populated. This, I maintain,
is creditable. alike to the Government
and the Commissioner of Railways, The
econdition which the Federal Treasurer
propused to impose upon the State, if
he is going to approach the money
market as a borrower for the States,
counld not be acceptable to a State
like Western Australia. I do not think
T am betraying any confidence if I men-
tion that the Federal Treasurer desires
to impose a condition that he shail,
if the States and the Commonwealth are
acting together, he the final arbiter
as to the amount which shall be ex-
pended by the States. It must be
borne in mind, however, that he is not
responsible to the citizens of the States,
that he is not answerable to them.
The State Governments are answerable
to the ecitizens and should, therefore,
take the responsibility of saying what
amount of money is required for the
purpose of carrying out necessary public
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works. Further, the Federal Treasurer
wishes to impose a condition upon the
States that the expenditure shall not
exceed a certain amount per head of
the population. That cannot be the
basis upon which loan raising should
be fixed. I may point out that all the
States do not raise money on the same
basis. We in Western Australia raise
money for the purpose of financing the
Agricultural Bank, for the purpose of
financing the settlers in times of stress,
and in making advances to assist in-
dustrigs, such as advances against copper
and the like ; and we also have to make
finaneia! arrangements for the provision
of harbours and water supply, while
none of the other States find money for
similar purposes. To restrict Western
Australia to so much loan money per
head of the population, based on what
tight be considered to be a fair pro.
portion of expenditure in a State like
Victoria, is unfair to Western Australia,
where there is so much developmental
work to be carried on, and unfair also
to Australia, if this State is considered
a part of it. Under these circumsfances
we are to-day up against difficulties which,
I am very much afraid, we wil not
be able to surmount. Anticipating
troubles in that direction, we have
plated ourselves in commmunication—the
States acting together—with the Agents
General in London, who are consulting
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
and from whom we should be in receipt
of some information in the very near
future. 1n connection with the cash
required, we have to take into account
the fact that probably before the end
of the calendar year, that is at the end
oi the first hali of the financial year, on
31st December next, an additional £150,-
000 in cash will be required to meet the
probable shortage of revenue. I esti-
mate that we will probably go to the
bad to the extent of £100,000 to £150,000
on the revenue account by the end of
December. This money, however, will
be recouped to us during the second half
of the financial year when repayments
are made on advances and thec harvest
proceeds are delivered ; but the cash
must be there to meet the shortage, and



[12 Ocropes, 1915.]

that will have to be provided for from
loan fund.

My, James Gardiner: That will bring
it down to £150,0007

Mr. Taxlor: That will be recouped
during the next halt year, I suppose?

The PREMIER : Yes. 'The usual
information which is provided for theg
purpese of giving members infermatiom
with regard 1o the progress made upon
the dilterent works, for which provision
was made last year, and alse information
regarding the progress (hat is expecied
to he made during the current year, i
allached to the Istimates, A swpmary
Is also attached of the unexpended
halanee of loan anthorisations on thie fash
Listimates, and the works provision
under the Loan Bill. The Loan Lill,
which will be introduced later, will maka
provision [or the raising of funds wherg
the loan authorisaiions already provided
will not be suflicient to meet (he esti-
nined loan expenditure up lo Mavel,
1917.  That is shewn in ithe schedule
atiached al the rear of the Loan Esti
mates,  Hon. members will find the
amount [ lLave mentioned in column 10
on page 31.  The detailed informaiion
with regard lo ihe loan expenditure
and the Estimates for the current year
will be supplied by the Ministers when
dealing with their varions departments.
1 do not think there is any furiher in-
formation which it is necessary [ should
give to members, except to say that the
present outlook is not bright. Al thy
same time, however, we are advisei
that subject to the approval of thu
Chancellor of the kxchequer, ilere ig
not likely o he very much difficulty in
finding the necessary money for the
purpese of earrving on the public works
whieh are reauired durine fhe ensnine
vear. All the Siates appreciate the fael,
{hai the war requirements must fake
precedence over Ihe requirements of Lhu
States. We are prepared, when entering
into negotiations with the Prime Min-
ister of the Commonwealth, (o allow
him, first lo meet the war expenditure
even on the Ausiralian market, and id
agree noi to approach the market until
he has satisfied all his requirements in

conpection with the war. After that,
however, we consider that ihere should
be no reslriction upon the Ffates in
the way of borrowing money if the
money is there, and that the Slates should
he able io obtain il fur the purpose of
carrying on publie works. We are fold
that if our requiremenis are not furth-
cowing in Australia, it is likely the
motiey will he available in  London,
subject to the approval of 1he Chancellor
of the Exchequer. 1 admil thal we will
have 1o reduce our  expewdilure. 1
do not consider that an excvessive ex-
peadifure on  public works has  heen
provided on e Estimates, abont whick
I lave been speaking, when we dake inld
consideraiion the iremendors Staie wo
are ealled upon fto develop and  the
work whieh is essential, in view of the
progress being made, particalarty i the
agriculfural arens, If we are going to

gel our producls (v markel we nush
provide railways,  feeder roads, and

Iarbour facililies to enable the yreaple 1o
market their produce, and {o hring in
the besl possible relnen to those who
are producing within the berders of our
State.

[The Speaker rveswmed the Chair.)

‘Progress reporled.

BILL—=SUPPLEMENTARY LOAX,
£1,300,000.

Message.
Message fram ihe Governor reeeived
and read recommending ihe Rill.

First Reading.,

Introduced hy the Premier. and read
a first {ime.

Seceond Reading,

The PREMIER ([Ton. 1. Seadidan—
Browa Hill-Tvanlkoe) [11.27 in moving
the second reading said; Tn introlneing
this Bill [ may explain thai the Tact that
we are asking for authority to raise an
additional £1.300,000 is not to he laken
as meaning ihat we lhave no loan
anthority available at the present fime.
As a maiter of fact the Government had
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on the 30th June last a halanee under the
previous Loan Aci of £2,250,376 avail-
able for flolation. But against this
sum  £1,291,669 was earmarked to the
balanee of the Commonwealth loan, less
£202,600 of Treasury bills being paid
off; which leaves the Government will
£1,361,000 available for Ffurther raising
under authorised legislation. T'he neces-
sity for the Bill is, iherefore, with 2
few execeptions, more a matter of detail
Lthan of general finance. Tt would also
he possible to ask for further reappro-
priations than thoese indicaled, but suclh
a course might lead to dilliculties lere-
after, and therefore the schedule of
reapproprialions is mosily confined 1o
balances of unrequired items within (he
main headings of existing Aefs, thus not
affecting any general principle as between
the bondholders and the Siate. T may
also explain {hat this Loan Bill, in
accordance with the usual custom, pro-
vides for the eslimated requiremenls fa
March of 1917, while the Toan Eslimales
only provide for the estimaled expendi-
ture to June of 1916; that is {o say, the
Loan Bill covers a period extending
nine monihs heyond {he expiration of
the current financial vear. On reference
to the reciurns which have heen sub-
mitted, hon. members will see that there
are praclically no new ilems provided.
and that the ehief objeed of the T.oan
Rill is fo obtain cxtension of auihority
previously granted, so as {o allow of (he
completion of works authorised hyv
previous Loan Aets.  As hon. members
are aware. a Loan Bill merely gives
power to raise funds for ihe speafic pur-
poses sel out in 1he schedule fo the Bill:
and the Toan Estimates on the other
hand  give power fo spend the money
when vaised from time fo {iwme. 1t
may he that we have oblamed anthority
heyond what 1= necessarv: and  where
we raise money ander authority granted
and it is not expended. the money is
re-appropriated, T may state that the
rross public debt of fhe State at the
A0th June last was £37,022,622. A com-
parison of the public debt with the
previous vear's fignres diseloses that al
~the end of the financial year 1013-14
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the tolal was €34,420,181 as against
£37,022,022 al the cose  of 1914-15,
while (ke sinking fund for the smwme

perivd stood al £3,692,103 and £4,0068,888
respeciively; so that the uet debt on
the 30th June, 1914, was £30,728,078
and on the 30th June, 1915, £32,95,734,
The public debt (herelore increaserl
during the year (o {he uxtenl of
£2,225,656, and the sinking fund by
£376,785. During the pasl (inancial vear
local stock for £85,840 fell due, and of
this sumu £78,183 has heen renewed for
a further period, the difference having
been found from the sinking fund. The
net publie debt per head of the popula-
tion at the elose of the linancial year was
L1017 12= 10d., bui of this sum £11 16s.
1d. per head is represented hy £2,675,611
raised for the Agriceltural Bank, £602,110
for assistanee (o selllers, and £333,876
for workers' homes, This portion of the
pmblic debl is setured for repavment
from advances to the vespeclive in-
dividuals, and therefore should he viewed
in a «ifferent calegory from money ex-
pended in the usual channels. 1t means.
s, & reduction of (he debt per head of
population t{o the extent of €11 1Gs. 1d.
Although the people as a whole are
responsible for repayment of this money,
vel it does not represeni national indebt-
edness in the same sense ag does other
expenditure.  As I have already ex-
plained, the Loan Bill merely provides
authorisalion for works in hand and for
works which will have to be taken in
hand before Mareh of 1917, T move—
That the Bl be now read a second
fime.

On molion hy
debate adjourned.

Hon. Frank Wilson

MOTION — LIEUTENANT  TIIRDS-
SELL. VICTORTA CROSS, CON-
GRATULATIONS.

The PREMTER (Hon. J. Secaddan—
Brown  Hill-Tvanhoe} [11.167 :  Hon.
members will have seen in the newspapers
of Ralurday, Sunday, and yesterday re-
jrorts that Lientenanl Throssell. of Nor-
tham, has heen awarded the VietoriaCross
for conspicuous hravery al Gallipoli. I
think it is due from hon. members of this
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House to express their appreciation of
the gellantry displayed by Lisutenant
Throssell and so to make a public recogni-
tion of the fact that he is the first to
obtain that high distinction among those
who have left Western Australia to take
part in the war. T therefore move—

(1.} That this House desires lo express
its pleasure on learning that Liculenant
Hugo Victor Hope Tlrosscll has been
owarded the high distinction of the
Victoria Cross, and at the some lime
to place on record its great appreciation
of Liewtenant Throssell’'s merit and
gqallantry. (2.} That the foregqoing re-
solution be forwarded by the Hon. the
Speaker o Liewtcnant Throssell and
the Colonel of his regimend.

I do not propose to enter into the detatls
of Lieutensnt Throssell’s particular act
of bravery. Hon. members will have
read the accounts in the newspapers. I
am sure every hon. member will join in
this expression of appreciation, while at
the same time recognising that there are
many others who have done their utmost
for the Empire. The granting of the
Victoria Cross is evidence of the fact
that Lieutenant “Throssell’s gallantry
aund conspicnous bravery came under
notice. I am sure we are all proud of the
fact that Licutenant Throssell has secured
a Viectoria Cross for Western Australia.
I have much pleasure in submitting the
motioin.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
{11-18}: T have very much pleasure
in seconding the Premier’s motion. In
addition to what thic hon. pentleman
has said, T wish to say that it mwust
be a matter of great pride to all of
us in Western Australia that the son
of such & well known gentleman
as the Iate Hon. Ceorge Throssell
has won this distinction on the battle-
field. It does not detract one iota from
Lieutenant Throssell’'s bravery and
gallantry, which have met with their due
reward, that perhaps many others who
have served from Western Australia
have been equally brave but have not
had the good fortune to have their
conduct recorded. T wish to say for all
the: Aunstrslinn troops, and cspecinlly for
tho:w: from Western Australin because
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we are more in touch with them than
with the soldiers f{rom: the Iastern
States, that they have left a record in
this war which will go down to posterity
through the ages—a record of which the
British nation as a whole are proud to-
day, and of which generation after
generation of the British people will be
proud as they read the lListory of the Em.
pire's strenuous time. 1 am glad the
Pramier has brought forward this motion,
because I think it is unique so far as
Wostern Australia is conecerned that une
of her sons should gain the high dis-
tinction of the Victoria Cross.

Heon. H. B. Lefroy : We won a Victoria
Cross in the Bour war.

The Tremier: DBut this is thy
Victoria Cross in the present war.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tt all goes
to prove that the mnen who go from Aus-
tralia are second to none. and that our
men maintain the reputation Britishers
have always borne through the ages for
bravery and gallantry in war. I trust
that Lieutenant Throssell will soon have
fully recovered from the wounds he has
received, and that he will live long to
enjoy the honour and the distinction
which have been gonferred npon him.

fiest

Mr. JAMES GARDINER (Irwin)
[11:20]: In the absence of the leader

and the deputy leader of the Country
party, I would like to support in every
possible wny the motion by (his House of
the recognition of the bravery of Lieu-
tenant Throssell. Just as we sit here
our minds and our lLearts go back to the
father of that boy, who for many years
pleyed an important part in the Legisla-
tive acts of this State. He used to be
called the " Lion of Northam,” and if
the spirit of the father wers hovering
over this House to-night he would be
glad to hear us say that the lion of Nor-
tham had cubs, and that one of his cubs
hed brought honour te this State and to
the race from which he sprang, as well
as to the father and mother who bore
hirn.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[11-22]: 1 am indeed glad that the Pre-.
mier has mentioned the matter of Lieut--
tenant Throssell’s bravery to the Legis
lative Assembly. Coming from the birth..
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place of Licutenant Throssell, it¥is only
fitting that I should say a few words.
The last speaker referred to the father
of Licutenant. Throssell, and I can bear
out all he said. The late Mr. George
Throssell was for many vears a member
of this Chamber, and he was also Premier
of tho State for a time, and my regret
is that he is not in this world to join
us in receiving with great satisfaction
the news that his brave son has been
honoured by the King. Lieutenent
Throssell is now recovering from his
wounds, and I hope when he is well
again he will further distinguish himself.
Probably the greatest honour which can
come to & man in his lifetime is the
honour which has been conferred on
Lieutenant Throssell. The war iz not
going to end for a long time, and enlist-
ment should he stimulated not only by
the bravery of Lieutenant Chrossell, but
by the recognition of that bravery by
His Majesty the King.

Question put and passed.

House udjourned at 11-25 p.m.

Degislative Council,
Wednesday, 20th October, 1913.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 p.n., and read prayers,

PAPER PRESEXTED.
By the Colonial Secretary; Annual re-
port of Perth Pallic ITospital for the
year ended 30th June, 1914,

[COUNCIL]

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

tn Commitiee,

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

LHon. J. F. Cullen had moved—That
the following be inserted to stand as a
new clause :—“Any settler or other per-
son, who has given to the board a mort-
gage or bill of sale under this Act, shall,
al any lime, on tendering lo the hoard
the full amount of balance due, with in-
terest and costs, receive from the hoard
a full discharpe of such mortgage or bill
of sale.]

Hon. J. I, CULLEN: I ask leave to
withdraw the proposed new clause in
favour of the amendment placed on the
Notice Paper by the Colonial Seeretary.
I submitted the proposed new clanse on
a report whieh reached me that the board
had informed certain horrowers that they
econld not pay off their liabilities, and [
wished to remove all doubts, At the same
time, ! hud no desire to open a door
whereby any horroewer could leave the
hoard in the awkward position of being
supposed to safegnard other ivferests and
yvet not do it. 1 had intended to move
an addition to ihe proposed new clanse—
“provided the board may in its disere-
tion first distribute any surplos moneys
in its hands on account of the said sel-
tler”” However, 1 have reliable adviee
that any borrower, on tendering the full
amount, can eclaim- his discharge, the
board distribuling any surplus in their
hands on his aceount to lns other eredi-
tors. 1 understand the Colonial Secre-
tary’s amendment is intended to make
that perfectly clear,

Proposed new clause by leave with-
drawn.

Bill reporled with amendments,

Recommitial,

On motion by the Colonial Seeretary,
Rill reeommitied for the further con-
¢iteration of (lause 5.

(lause 5—Amendment of Section 21:



